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Definition of Greed: 
Greed is the desire for material wealth or gain, ignoring the realm of the 
spiritual.  It is also called avarice or coveteousness. 
 
Inordinate desire to acquire or possess; desire for more of what you already 
have.   
 
An ever increasing craving for an ever diminishing pleasure.  An inner hunger to 
strive toward an unattainable goal. 
 
 
Why are we so vulnerable to greed?  We live in possibly the most 
pampered, consumerist society since the Roman Empire.  
 
 
Personal Consumption (statistics taken from 1994) 
$500 million spent on wrinkle cream 
$634 million spent on golf balls 
$1 billion on sunglasses 
$12 billion on weight loss programs 
$79 billion on fast food 
$ 2 billion on missionary work ( approximately 23 dollars per person) 
 
 
With the world population now at 6 billion—the richest 20% of 
humanity consumes 86% of all goods and services, while the poorest 
fifth consumes 1.3%. 
 
 
 
 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AS YOU STUDY:  
 



Quotes about Greed: 
 
"Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's needs, but not every man's 
greed."  Mahatma Gandhi 
 
"Successful people are always looking for opportunities to help others.  
Unsuccessful people are always asking, 'What's in it for me"—Brian Tracy 
 
"He who is not contented with what he has, would not be contented with what 
he would like to have."---Socrates 
 
"Greed, envy, sloth pride and gluttony:  these are not vices anymore.  No, these 
are marketing tools.  Lust is our way of life.  Envy is just a nudge towards 
another sale.  Even in our relationships we consume each other, each of us 
looking for what we can get out of the other.  Our appetites are often satisfied at 
the expense of those around us.  In a dog-eat-dog world we lose part of our 
humanity."----Jon Foreman 
 
"The world says: 'You have needs---satisfy them.  You have as much right as the 
rich and the mighty.  Don't hesitate to satisfy your needs; indeed, expand your 
needs and demand more."  This is the worldly doctrine of today.  And they 
believe this is freedom.  The result for the rich is isolation and suicide, for the 
poor, envy and murder."----Fyodor Dostoyevsky. 
 
 

Symptoms of Greed: 
Coveting—a strong, persistent desire/craving for something you don't have. 
More-more-more—instead of being grateful for what you have-focus on what 
you don't have. 
Hurry—can't acquire it fast enough 
Compromise—willing to compromise values, integrity, or budget in order to 
acquire 
Lack of generosity and compassion toward others 
 
 
Genesis 34:8-12,23 (read entire story) 
But Hamor spoke with them, saying, "The soul of my son Shechem longs for 
your daughter; please give her to him in marriage.  And intermarry with us; give 
your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves.  Thus you shall live 
with us, and the land shall be open before you; live and trade in it, and acquire 
property in it."  Shechem also said to her father and to her brothers, "If I find 
favor in your sight, then I will give whatever you say to me.  Ask me ever so 
much bridal payment and gift, and I will give according as you say to me; but 
give me the girl in marriage."……"Will not their livestock and their property and 



all their animals be ours?  Only let us consent to them, and they will live with 
us." 
 
Exodus 20:17 
You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's 
wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything 
that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
 
Numbers 11:4 
And the rabble who were among them had greedy desires; and also the sons of 
Israel wept again and said, "Who will give us meat to eat?" 
 
 
Joshua 6:17-19 
And the city shall be under the ban, it and all that is in it belong to the Lord; only 
Rahab the harlot and all who are with her in the house shall live, because she hid 
the messengers whom we sent.  But as for you, only keep yourselves from the 
things under the ban, lest you covet them and take some of the things under the 
ban, so you would make the camp of Israel accursed and bring trouble on it.  But 
all the silver and gold and articles of bronze and iron are holy to the Lord; they 
shall go into the treasury of the Lord. 
 
 
Joshua 7:20-21 
So Achan answered Joshua and said, "Truly, I have sinned against the Lord, the 
God of Israel, and this is what I did:  when I saw among the spoil a beautiful 
mantle from Shinar and two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty 
shekels in weight, then I coveted them and took them; and behold, they are 
concealed in the earth inside my tent with the silver underneath it." 
 
 
Psalm 10:2-3 
In pride the wicked hotly pursue the afflicted; let them be caught in the plots 
which they have devised.  For the wicked boasts of his heart's desire, and the 
greedy man curses and spurns the Lord. 
 
 
Proverbs 11:6 
The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, but the treacherous will be 
caught by their own greed. 
 
 
 



Proverbs 21:25-26 
The desire of the sluggard puts him to death, for his hands refuse to work; all 
day long he is craving, while the righteous gives and does not hold back. 
 
 
Proverbs 22:16 
He who oppresses the poor to make much for himself or who gives to the rich, 
will only come to poverty. 
 
 
Proverbs 23:20 
Do not be with heavy drinkers of wine, or with gluttonous eaters of meat; for the 
heavy drinker and the glutton will come to poverty, and drowsiness will clothe a 
man with rags. 
 
 
Proverbs 25:16 
Have you found honey?  Eat only what you need, lesty you have it in excess and 
vomit it. 
 
 
Proverbs 28:22 
A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth, and does not know that want will 
come upon him. 
 
 
Jeremiah 6:13 
For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for 
gain, and from the prophet even to the priest, everyone deals falsely. 
 
 
Jeremiah 8:10 
Therefore I will give their wives to others, their fields to new owners; because 
from the least even to the greatest everyone is greedy for gain; from the prophet 
even to the priest.  Everyone practices deceit. 
 
 
Micah 2:1-2 
Woe to those who scheme iniquity, who work out evil on their beds!  When 
morning comes, they do it, for it is in the power of their hands.  They covet fields 
and then seize them, and houses, and take them away.  They rob a man and his 
house, a man and his inheritance. 
 
 



Habakkuk 2:9 
Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house to put his nest on high to be 
delivered from the hand of calamity! 
 
 
Mark 7:20-23 
And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles 
the man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, 
fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as 
well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  All these evil 
things proceed from within and defile the man." 
 
 
Luke 12:13-21 
And someone in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with me."  But He said to him, "Man, who appointed Me a 
judge or arbiter over you?"  And He said to them, "Beware, and be on your 
guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance 
does his life consist of his possessions."  And He told them a parable, saying, 
"The land of a certain rich man was very productive.  And he began reasoning to 
himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'  And 
he said, 'This is what I will do:  I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, 
"Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, 
eat, drink and be merry."  But God said to him, 'You fool!  This very night your 
soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'  So is 
the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 
 
 
I Corinthians 5:9-11 
I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I did not at all 
mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, 
or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.  But actually, I 
wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an 
immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a 
swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 
 
 
I Corinthians 6:9-11 
Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  
Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of 



you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God. 
 
 
I Corinthians 10:6 (read verses 1-14) 
Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil 
things, as they also craved. 
 
 
 
Ephesians 4:17-20 
This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer 
just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their 
understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, 
have given themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of 
impurity with greediness.  But you did not learn Christ in this way… 
 
 
Ephesians 5:3 
But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be named among you, 
as is proper among saints. 
 
 
Colossians 3:5 
Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 
 
 
I Thessalonians 2:3-6 
For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so 
we speak, not as pleasing men but God, who examines our hearts.  For we never 
came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is 
witness—nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even 
though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 
 
 
I Timothy 6:6-10 
But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by 
contentment.  For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take 
anything out of it either.  And if we have food and covering, with these we shall 
be content.  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and 
many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  



For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang. 
 
 
Hebrews 13:5 
Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you 
have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake 
you….." 
 
 
James 5:3 
Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against 
you and will consume your flesh like fire.  It is in the last days that you have 
stored up your treasure! 
 
 
II Peter 2:1-3 
But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false 
teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 
denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 
themselves.  And many will follow their sensuality and because of them the way 
of the truth will be maligned; and in their greed they will exploit you with false 
words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not 
asleep. 
 
 
I John 2:15-17 
Do not love the world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the 
Father, but is from the world.  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; 
but the one who does the will of God abides forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


