
Sonship Study 
Nature of the Two Kingdoms 

 
 

 
Definition of 'Kingdom':   

o A country, state, or territory ruled by a king or queen 
o A realm associated with or regarded as being under the 

control of a particular person or thing 
o The spiritual reign or authority of God; the eternal spiritual 

sovereignty of God or Christ 
o The eternal kingship of God 
o The realm in which God's will is fulfilled 
o A realm or sphere in which one thing or purpose is dominant 
o The rule of God or Christ in a future age 
o Heaven as the abode of God and of the faithful after death 
 

 
Modern Concept of a King 

o A  reigning monarch 
o A political ruler—over a nation or territory defined by borders 
o One who holds a supreme or preeminent position in a 

particular sphere 
o Comes from the same root word as 'kin'—in days of early 

patriarchs—kings were the overseers of economic 
communities which had, at their core, a ruling family 

 
 
'Basileia (king)—is the authority to rule as a king and the realm 
over which the reign is exercised. 
 
 
The Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Christ, and the 
Kingdom of Heaven refer to the same Kingdom. 
 
Kingdom of the Son of man—Matt 13:41, 16:28 
'my kingdom'—Luke 22:30, John 18:36 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AS YOU STUDY: 
•  

   NOTES 



'His kingdom'—Luke 1:33, II Tim 4:1 
'Thy kingdom'—Matt 20:31, Luke 23:42, Heb 1:8 
'the kingdom of His beloved Son'—Col 1:13 
'His heavenly kingdom'—II Tim 4:18 
'the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ'—II Pet 
1:11 
 
When scripture refers to Kingdom—it denotes the rule of God over 
the entire universe—not just over the entity of the Church. 
 
 
Kingdom implies: 
There is a king 
There is a territory 
There is a people 
The Father has given the Kingdom to Christ—Luke 22:29 
Kingdom will be restored to the Father—I Cor 15:24 
 
Isaiah 33:22 
For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our 
king; He will save us. 
 
I Samuel 8:6-7 
But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they 
said, "Give us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed to the Lord.  
And the Lord said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in 
regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, 
but they have rejected Me from being king over them." 
 
Ps 22:28 
For the kingdom is the Lord's, and He rules over the nations. 
 
Ps 103:19 
The Lord has established His throne in the heavens; and His 
sovereignty rules over all. 
 
Ps 145:11 
They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom, and talk of Thy 
power. 
 
Ps 145:13 
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy dominion endures 
throughout all generations. 
 



Obadiah 21 
The deliverers will ascend Mount Zion to judge the mountain of 
Esau, and the kingdom will be the Lord's. 
 
Dan 6:26-27 
"I make a decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom men are 
to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel; For He is the living 
God and enduring forever, and His kingdom is one which will not 
be destroyed, and His dominion will be forever.  He delivers and 
rescues and performs signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, 
Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions."  
 
When God created: 
It was with purpose 
It was with order 
It was both 'visible' and 'invisible' 

o Col 1:13-17 
 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and 
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  And He is the image 
of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.  For by Him all 
things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things have been created by Him and for Him.  
And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
o Neh 9:6 
 Thou alone art the Lord.  Thou hast made the heavens, the 
heaven of heavens with all their host, the earth and all that inon 
it, the seas and all that is in them.  Thou dost give life to all of 
them and the heavenly host bows down before Thee. 

 

There are Two Kingdoms at Work/War in this 
World 
 
Pantokrator=Almighty 
Kosmokrator=a ruler of this world; a world lord. ( It is the word 
used in Eph 6:12-'world ruler', John 12:31, John 14:30, John 
16:11) 

 
John 18:36-37 
Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom 
were of this world, then My servants would be fighting, that I might 
not be delivered up to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of 
this realm." Pilate therefore said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus 



answered, "You say correctly that I am a king.  For this I have 
been born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness 
to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." 

o His rule is derived from God and not man 
o His kingdom is not bound to the ways of man, or in the way 

that earthly kingdoms establish preeminence. 

 
The kingdom of the world is to become 'the kingdom of our Lord 
and of His Christ'—Rev 11:15 
 
I Tim 6:15-16 
…He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords; who alone possesses immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see.  To Him 
be honor and eternal dominion! Amen. 
 
 

Kingdom of the world is hostile to the Kingdom of 
God—it is under satanic control. 
 
II Cor 4:4 
..in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
 
John 12:31 
Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world shall 
be cast out. 
 
Eph 2:1-2 
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 
formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working 
in the sons of disobedience.  
 
Matt 4:8 
Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory. 
 
Matt 24:7 
For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 
and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes. 
 
 



Rev 16:10 
And the fifth angel poured out his bowl upon the throne of the 
beast; and his kingdom became darkened;…. 
Kingdom of darkness—darkness is contrasted with light. 
 
I John 1:5 
And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to 
you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 
 

o At one point Lucifer operated as an angel of light 
 
o Acts 26:18 
 ..to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to 
light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those 
who have been sanctified by faith in Me. 

o Domain of darkness includes world forces under 
dominion of satan. 

o World forces control world systems 
o World systems include: religion, education, governments, 

media, arts and entertainment, business 
o Before his rebellion—Lucifer had oversight in God's 

economy: Ezek 28:12-18 
 
 
Thrones: 
Ps 11:4 
Rev 3:21 
Is 14:12-14 
Rev 13:2 
 
Dominions: 
Eph 1:20-21 
Rulers: 
Eph 6:12 
Dan 10:12-13 
 
There are 'rulers' opposed to God's rule 
These rulers have territories where they rule 
They attempt to hinder God's purposes in their territory 
Perseverance in prayer is necessary 
 
Authorities=exousia—translated as both 'power' and 'authority' 
                  Indicates realms of jurisdiction 



 
 
 
Must receive the 'Kingdom' with child-like simplicity—Mark 
10:15, Matt 19:14, Luke 18:17 
 
Must seek the 'Kingdom'—Matt 6:33, Luke 12:31 
 
Christ gives the 'Kingdom' to his disciples—Luke 22:29 
 
God's kingdom rule is people centered rather than power 
centered—He uses a different kind of authority to govern. 
 
You cannot have allegiance to two kings/kingdoms at the 
same time. 
( Matt 6:24) 
 
 
 
 

What Does the Rule of Christ Accomplish 
 
I Cor 15:23-28 
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those 
who are Christ's at His coming, then comes the end, when He 
delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has 
abolished all rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign 
until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last enemy 
that will be abolished is death.  For He has put all things in 
subjection under His feet.  But when He says, "All things are put in 
subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in 
subjection to Him.  And when all things are subjected to Him, then 
the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all 
things to Him, that God may be all in all. 
 
 

 
 


