
 

 

 

Chapter 1 

The Shape of the Universe 

 

In the beginning God created
 
 the heavens and the earth… 

 
So where was God before that? I can tell you where he 

wasn’t. He was not in heaven.  
According to bumper sticker theologians, the matter of 

beginnings, sometimes called “the big bang,” is settled: “God 
said it and, Bang! The universe!” Cute. But, if we’re not 
careful we will run right past the beginning without giving any 
thought to what came before. That there was a beginning is 
only part of the story in the first five words of the Bible.  

It comes clearer if we stop at the fourth word: In the 
beginning, God... More than just establishing that creation had 
a beginning, the first four words establish what was there at the 
start—even before the beginning.  

It was God. Period. An infinite, eternal, conscious 
personality. God and nothing else.  

God was there and then he made the universe. We 
sometimes envision God being in heaven, when in fact, he 
existed before heaven. He didn’t have to make a place for 
himself to be, he already was. He was around before he made 
anything. The ancient writings say, “Far below him are the 
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heavens and the earth. He stoops to look…” 1 We would like 
to be able to understand this, but I am afraid we’re sitting on 
the wrong side of eternity. The best we can do is rely on the 
Hebrew poet when he says God is “enthroned on high.” Where 
that is we don’t know, but logically, at least in Genesis 1 it 
wasn’t in heaven.  

In the Bible the word, heaven gets translated several 
different ways.2  One refers to the sky closest to us where the 
birds fly and snowballs are thrown. Wind blows through this 
heaven, and clouds. We could call this, “the first heaven” or 
“heaven #1.” So, is there a second heaven? Some scholars 
suggest that the King James word “firmament” may describe 
the sky that is out of our reach where hang the sun, moon and 
stars (higher than you can throw a snowball). They suggest 
that this could amount to a “second heaven” in the ancient 
writer’s thinking. That would explain the Apostle Paul talking 
about being caught up to a “third heaven” in his letter to the 
church in Corinth.3 It is clear from his writing that he expects 
the Corinthians to understand that being in the “third heaven” 
meant he had seen into an eternal realm and not the world we 
live in, namely the sense-world with sights, sounds, smells and 
touch. When Paul spoke of the third heaven he was talking 
about another dimension. In the Old Testament the term 
“highest heaven” is used to describe that same thing.4 

This brings us back to Genesis 1. God created “the 
heavens” and “the earth.” The latter, earth, is a dimension of 
time and space. But at least one of the former, one of the 

                                                           
1 Psalm 113:6 (NLT). 
2 The Hebrew word for "heavens; heaven; sky" transliterated 
“shamayim” is a general Semitic word that appears in languages such 
as Ugaritic, Akkadian, Aramaic, and Arabic. It occurs 420 times and 
in all periods of biblical Hebrew and is used as many as five different 
ways depending on context (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of 

Biblical Words ©1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers). 
3 2 Corinthians 12:2. 
4  1 Kings 8:27. 
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heavens, is something different. That means the universe is 
made in at least two dimensions: one wrapped up in time, and 
the other infinite and eternal. This is consistent with all those 
tales of unseen worlds and the supernatural. It is also very 
important because the whole narrative of Judeo-Christian 
thought hinges on this reality. If we get tangled up in the hands 
of the clock and burdened by the weight of the tangible world 
we will miss the destiny of creation. Paul, in a different letter 
written to the Christ-followers in the city of Ephesus, 
explained what God intended for his creation. He put it this 
way—the important part is in italics: “At the right time he will 
bring everything together under the authority of Christ—
everything in heaven and on earth.”5 

Here both dimensions are mentioned. God’s plan is to 
somehow bring them together.  That shouldn’t be a big 
surprise; after all, the Bible frequently speaks of God’s 
authority in heaven and earth making it clear that he has a 
stake in both. Even so, we don’t think about heaven very often 
except as an ultimate destination, as though it will be 
important one day, but right now it isn’t of much use. I guess 
we shouldn’t be too hard on ourselves about that. Unlike Paul, 
we haven’t had much experience with that other dimension. 
Still, if God intends to bring everything in heaven and earth 
together, then the eternal dimension must be relevant to us—
and not just in some far off future.  

Here’s why: we are not alone—as a race, I mean. Jump 
ahead in Genesis to the second chapter and that becomes clear. 
I’ve been using the New Living Translation, but here I’ll use 
the New American Standard, not just because it’s my favorite, 
but also because it captures the meaning of the verse better. 
Here’s what it says: “Thus the heavens and the earth were 
completed, and all their hosts.”6 I have italicized the last part 
because it tells us something very important. The word “hosts” 
usually means people or armies so the verse says that there are 

                                                           
5 Ephesians 1:10. 
6 Genesis 2:1. 



Dan & Jody Mayhew 

4 

not just people on earth, but also people in heaven, not time-
and-space people like us, but created beings nonetheless, each 
with a mind, will, even emotions. There, in the eternal 
dimension, is a race of “eternal ones.” From our perspective 
we call them “supernatural beings.” The Bible calls them 
angels, holy ones, mighty ones, morning stars, elohim, and 
sons of God. They live, as it were, in a parallel universe.  

It probably needs to be said that there are some who aren’t 
convinced that the word “hosts” is talking about angels. They 
suggest that it could be referring to a host of stars and 
observable heavenly phenomena. I suppose that could be, but 
in context it is hard to imagine that in heaven we have stars—
the word literally means “armies” remember—and only on 
earth do we have people. That is unless the whole subject of 
angels just makes us nervous, which would be what’s called an 
a priori assumption: letting our biases determine our 
conclusions. Such a conclusion seems unnecessary when you 
consider how many times the Bible mentions heaven having 
inhabitants or uses stars as an analogy for angels.  

Consider Psalm 29:1. “Give honor to the Lord, you angels; 
give honor to the Lord for his glory and strength.” Or Psalm 
89:7 where it says, “The highest angelic powers stand in awe 
of God. He is far more awesome than those who stand around 
his throne.” There are other passages, too, but the bottom line 
is that there are eternal beings in the eternal dimension. 
Creatures who are indigenous to eternity, with peculiar 
qualities suited to that environment.  

Now, here’s the question: So what? Do they have anything 
to do with us? I wouldn’t be surprised.   

Snake in the Grass 

The creation story in Genesis seems like familiar ground, 
but there are a few things that are often passed over, 
particularly when we note that the narrative is only told from 
the perspective of one dimension—there are two, remember.  
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Let’s zoom in on some parts of the story. Start with Genesis 
1:26. 

Then God said, “Let us make people in our image, to be like 
ourselves. They will be masters over all life—the fish in the 
sea, the birds in the sky, and all the livestock, wild animals, 

and small animals.” So God created people in his own image; 
God patterned them after himself; male and female he created 
them. God blessed them and told them, “Multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it. Be masters over the fish and birds and all 
the animals.” And God said, “Look! I have given you the 
seed-bearing plants throughout the earth and all the fruit trees 
for your food.  

A couple of notes before we dig in. First, notice that God 
refers to himself as “we.” The learned ones of the Bible have 
different thoughts on why he does this. Some see it as what is 
called a “royal we” which may have been part of the way that 
the biblical writers assigned honor to kings or, in this case, to 
God. Other scholars point out that the word for God in the 
original language is a plural so the translation needs to be 
plural. Finally, some speculate that God is, by nature, three 
persons (that’s where the term “trinity” comes in). That makes 
God “a community of one.” One thing on which reputable 
scholars agree is that God is not one of a bunch of gods. He 
isn’t talking to his fellow gods. The Bible makes that pretty 
clear when it says, “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the 
LORD is one!”7 God, the one God that existed before the two 
dimensions were made, is the only one of his kind, but because 
he is present in all the dimensions simultaneously he is also 
more than one. He existed before there were dimensions, 
which makes him—work with me here—“bigger” than the 
things he made. He can be “in” each of the dimensions, but not 
completely because he is more than they can hold without 
bursting the seams. In the New Testament book of Colossians 
Paul writes, “For in Christ the fullness of God lives in a human 

                                                           
7 Deuteronomy 6:4.  
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body…” Jesus was the time/space package that God used in 
order to be present in our dimension. As much of God as could 
be contained within the limitations of time and space was there 
in the man we call Jesus Christ, who was called in ancient 
times, “The Seed.”8 

Secondly, God speaks of making people in his own image. 
I have more to say about this later, but for now let me assure 
you that the Bible isn’t saying that we look like God in a 
physical sense. There are other ways that we are similar to him 
that are more important.  

Thirdly, God gives the time-creatures something to do. He 
gives them the job of having children and making other people 
like themselves and, in the process, going out into the world to 
fill it.  

Finally, God gives humans the responsibility of being 
master over the animals. The creature, Adam, is given the 
privilege of actually naming them. Furthermore, the passage 
suggests that they were all, humans included, herbivores at that 
time. They were plant eaters. You can conclude that if nobody 
was prowling around the garden intending to make a meal out 
of anybody else, things were pretty peaceful and harmonious. 
My point, though, is that the responsibility people had over the 
animals puts them all squarely in the dimension of time and 
space. They are indigenous to the temporal dimension.  

But are they confined there? In the next few verses Genesis 
reveals an interesting fact: somewhere in the garden there is a 
connection to the eternal dimension. It is referred to as “the 
tree of life” and there is reason to believe that, whatever it was 
(or they were. Perhaps it was a species as opposed to a 
particular tree) its fruit was free for the taking and we find out 
at the end of Genesis 3 that the implication was that if the 
time-creatures did eat from that tree they would live forever! 
As far as we can understand from our vantage point in time 
and space, living forever isn’t for us, but was it always that 

                                                           
8 Genesis 3:15 (KJV). 
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way? Perhaps we were designed to be “spiritual amphibians”9 
native to one dimension but free and comfortable to be a part 
of another. The presence of that tree makes you wonder.  

But what about the other race, the one native to eternity? 
Did they have similar ability? Were they “amphibians,” too? 
The answer is, yes.  

In the third chapter of Genesis another character shows up. 
He is called “serpent” and the Bible says he is one crafty 
customer.  

Now the serpent was the shrewdest of all the creatures the 
LORD God had made. “Really?” he asked the woman. “Did 
God really say you must not eat any of the fruit in the 
garden?” 

“Of course we may eat it,” the woman told him. “It’s only the 
fruit from the tree at the center of the garden that we are not 
allowed to eat. God says we must not eat it or even touch it, 
or we will die.” 

 “You won’t die!” the serpent hissed. “God knows that your 
eyes will be opened when you eat it. You will become just 
like God, knowing everything, both good and evil.”10 

There are some questions that need answering. Who is this 
serpent? What did he look like? How did he get into the 
garden?  And finally, what’s he up to?  

Until now, in the time/space dimension there are only two 
intelligent creatures that are capable of having a reasoned 
conversation, Adam and Eve. Yet, here is this being called 

                                                           
9 An amphibian is an animal that can function comfortably on water 
and on land. Spiritual amphibians would be creatures that could 
function in more than one dimension. Obedient angels do this 
numerous times throughout the Bible—they visit planet earth “on 
official business” about 30 times. It is possible that even the 
disobedient ones did for a while for nefarious purposes. We are 
suggesting that humans may have been originally designed with 
similar ability.  
10 Genesis 3:1-5 (NLT). 
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“the serpent” hanging out in the garden, in the midst of it, 
actually. The New Living Translation embellishes the dialogue 
with some snaky qualities, he “hisses.” But hold on a minute. 
This isn’t your garden-variety snake. I’ve never known a snake 
to say anything intelligent or even act as though it was 
interested in conversation. This one is different. Indeed, there 
is a positive identification of this being in the last book of the 
Bible, the book of Revelation. In Revelation 12:9 the serpent is 
identified as Satan, the Devil.  

And who, or more appropriately, what might he be? Here’s 
what the scholars think: he is one of those eternal ones. He is 
one of the “hosts” mentioned in Genesis 2, a being created for 
the eternal dimension. Powerful and, Genesis says, more subtle 
and shrewd, than any other creature—certainly than any of the 
animals—in time or eternity. He was outright sneaky and a 
bald-faced liar. Notice how deftly he steered the conversation 
toward the one thing in all the Garden of Eden that the Creator 
had forbidden people to eat, and then how he accuses God of 
having hidden motives because of it.  Clearly, the serpent is 
not on God’s side.  

Not only that, the Bible holds evidence that the eternal ones 
were already in the heavenly places before the time of the 
Garden of Eden. Let’s briefly visit the book of Job in the 
Bible. We’ll be revisiting this interesting book later, but for 
now, let’s look at Job 38, verses four through seven. Here God 
is talking to Job, who as you may recall, was a good man that 
had come upon what appeared to be some incredibly bad luck: 
financial setbacks, multiple deaths in the family, and health 
totally gone to pot. To make matters worse, he had some 
friends who came over to visit him in his misfortune who were 
a real pain. Eventually, Job just loses it and starts to complain 
about God, the universe and his circumstances in general. 
That’s when God loses patience and has a few things of his 
own to say to Job. As he does, we learn something about the 
order of the universe. Listen:  
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Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell 
me, if you know so much.  Do you know how its dimensions 
were determined and who did the surveying?  What supports 
its foundations, and who laid its cornerstone as the morning 
stars sang together and all the angels  shouted for joy? 11 

Did you catch that? Who was there singing and shouting? 
Eternal beings. Morning stars (that’s a Bible code phrase for 
eternal beings) and angels—already there before the Creator 
was finished creating! Later (we don’t know how much later 
since time hadn’t been invented yet) some of these same 
beings splinter off and form a rebel army. It is apparently the 
rebel chief that turns up in time and space talking smack about 
the Creator.  

So, what else do we know about this “serpent?” Well, for 
one thing, he wasn’t a snake. Most of the time when artists try 
to picture this encounter with Eve (and Adam, by the way. 
Evidently, he was standing right there. Look at Genesis 3:6.) 
there is a snake, forked tongue and all, curled around an apple 
tree having a conversation with Eve. Is that how it happened?  

First of all, I can’t imagine anybody feeling attracted to a 
big snake. I’d be keeping my distance. Of course, since the 
first people lived in a completely safe and harmonious 
environment we can let that pass. In those days they may have 
thought a snake was cute. Still, I should think that a talking 
snake would have been unusual to Adam and Eve. If it was, 
nothing is mentioned. But later, we find a clue that the serpent 
may not have been a snake at that first meeting.  

I don’t think I’m being a spoiler by telling you that later in 
the story, after Adam and Eve cave in to the serpent’s 
deception, God comes looking for them. According to Genesis, 
God appears in the garden and calls out to his time-creatures 
who—get this—are hiding in the bushes from the all-knowing 
God. That they were hiding indicates that something about 
their assessment of God has changed. He has gotten smaller to 
them somehow. That God plays along and asks them where 
                                                           
11 Job 38:4. 
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they are should remind us of something: when God asks a 
question it isn’t because he needs information, it’s because you 
need information. The answer to God’s question always tells 
you something about yourself.  

So here is the Creator standing in the time/space dimension. 
And here are three creatures, an eternal being and two time-
creatures, who have been caught red-handed stepping out of 
harmony with the plan of the One who created everything, 
having joined themselves together in a rebellion. Now, the 
Creator explains the consequences of this act of “tree-sin.” I’ll 
return to the consequences that Adam and Eve faced in the 
next chapter but, for now, I want to call your attention to the 
consequence God aims at the serpent in verse 14:  

Because you have done this, you will be punished. You are 
singled out from all the domestic and wild animals of the 
whole earth to be cursed. You will grovel in the dust as long 
as you live, crawling along on your belly. 

Notice that last phrase? “Crawling along on your belly.” 
That God has placed this curse on the serpent begs the 
question, if this creature is going to crawl from now on, how 
did he get around before? Did he have legs on a long snaky 
body? Did he roll around lengthwise like a pole? Or hop on his 
tail like an organic pogo stick? Or was he something else 
entirely? I suggest that he appeared as so many other angelic 
beings in the Bible appear, like a man, attractive and 
persuasive. Here was an eternal being disguised in flesh, 
intending to make spiritual slaves of the race of time-creatures. 
In response, God intervenes and pronounces a curse that is to 
become a sign for all the generations of humans: the sign of 
the serpent, a reminder of this deception and its perpetrator. 
From this day forward, the leader of the rebellion in the 
eternals will be known as “the serpent” among the creatures of 
the temporal dimension.  

So, how did the being we have come to know as “the 
serpent” get into this dimension? The easy answer is that God 
let him in, and I suppose that’s true, but why? How?  
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One possibility is that this was all God’s idea. Imagine the 
phone ringing in Lucifer’s apartment. (Lucifer is the name 
often assigned to Satan). It’s God’s appointment secretary 
telling him that God wants to see him right away. Lucifer goes. 
God tells him that he has made the Garden of Eden and that he 
has put one no-no in it and he is going to send Lucifer to see if 
he can seduce the people in the garden to be disobedient. Sort 
of a test.  

Sorry, but that just doesn’t seem like a logical way for the 
serpent to get into the garden. That God was an accomplice in 
some deliberate plan to bring humans to a fallen state doesn’t 
ring true. I don’t mean to imply that God is anything but 
sovereign and all-powerful, as though he made the universe 
and let it get out of control, but that the serpent, and the 
deception of humans, and the pollution of the temporal 
dimension was God’s first choice seems like a stretch to me. It 
makes more sense that these creatures acted defiantly and 
independently.  

Indeed, there are places in the Bible where what God wants 
and what his creation does are two very different things. For 
example, when the Israelites wandered in the wilderness God 
provided food for them. It was called, “manna.”12 Eventually, 
the people got tired of eating the same thing day after day and 
whined about it so much God sent quail into the camp—lots of 
quail. They were nearly buried in them. Later, in the Psalms, 
we learn that their whining may have gotten them a change in 
diet, but they suffered from spiritual malnutrition that came 
when God yielded his first choice and gave them what they 
wanted. In another place the Israelites get the idea they want to 
have a king. God lets them have one, but not before making it 
clear that having a king was not his first choice for them.13 
Predictably there are negative repercussions.  

                                                           
12 You can find the story of the Israelites’ complaint and a 
description of ‘manna,' that miracle food, in Numbers 11. Further 
reference to it is made in Exodus 16 and elsewhere.  
13 The story is found in 1 Samuel 8.  
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I think the serpent in the Garden of Eden was like that. 
Humans can reject God’s first choice and do as they please; 
likewise eternal beings. This was an act of disobedience on 
Lucifer’s part that had dire consequences in time and space. 
How did the serpent get into the garden? He decided to go. As 
a “spiritual amphibian” he could enter time and space. There 
are accounts all through the Bible of the eternal ones doing just 
that. Their ability to cross the border between the dimensions 
isn’t in question biblically. And apparently, neither is their 
freedom to do so. Clearly, the serpent isn’t in the garden on a 
mission from God. He is a rebel from the eternal dimension. 
Furthermore, there are other rebels in that dimension, an army 
of them. In the book of Revelation we are told there was 
warfare in the eternal dimension and that a rebel army was 
defeated there.14 This isn’t the stuff of fantasy. On the 
contrary, what we regard as fantasy may be the stuff of history. 
As a race, we may give ourselves too much credit for 
imagination. Tolkien’s orc armies and battling races may not 
be creative invention, but part of a collective memory drawn 
from that “meta-narrative” of creation. We call encounters 
with an unseen realm myth and legend. I suggest that myth and 
legend are more than they appear.  

Finally, what is this eternal con-artist up to? It is plain that 
he has an agenda. It’s unlikely that it was mere coincidence 
that he dropped in on the first couple just as they happened to 
be strolling past the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the 
one tree in the garden that God had forbidden them to have 
anything to do with. Furthermore, as long as we’re talking 
about this tree, what were Adam and Eve even doing near it, 
anyway? Hadn’t God instructed them to go out into the world? 
“Multiply and fill the earth and subdue it…” is the way he put 
it. So what are they doing near that tree in the center of the 

garden when they should have been making plans to go out 
and fill the earth? This is a setup. My hunch is that if they had 

                                                           
14 The story is in the last book of the Bible, Revelation, in the twelfth 
chapter.   
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been paying attention to what the Creator had told them to do 
we wouldn’t be having the problems we’re having in the world 
today—but I digress. Or maybe I don’t. Maybe we’re getting 
close to the core issue of why the rebels in the eternal 
dimension and the hapless time-creatures wound up on the 
wrong side together.  

Pay close attention because we are about to look at the 
greatest power in the universe. What I am about to talk about 
is the foundational issue in history, not only the history of our 
dimension, but the history of creation itself. From it flows all 
power for good in the universe. From outside it comes all 
power for evil. In it is the only hope for the world. Through it 
the world will see the human race reclaimed from futility and 
hatred; and what is called the supernatural realm will be 
cleansed and become “natural” once again. We are about to 
talk about a power so vital to the course of the universe that 
the Creator himself invaded time and space to deliver it to the 
creatures of this dimension.  

What is this power? Submission: The willing obedience of 
created beings to the One who created them.  

Eternal Kamikazes  

So far we’ve focused most of our attention on the world 
this side of the border between time and eternity. That is 
understandable since few of us have had anything close to the 
experience of the apostles John and Paul who were privileged 
to peek into the world of the eternal. Our experiences are 
limited to time and space so it’s natural that we should be 
inclined to focus our attention here. This is precisely why most 
of the Bible addresses life in this dimension. Still, there are 
clues about life in the eternals among the elohim that can be 
helpful as we try to piece together the relationship between the 
dimensions.  

For the purposes of this book, I am going to start to refer to 
the beings created for the eternal realm as “elohim,” a Hebrew 
world that means “mighty one” or “judge.” In the right context 
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it is even used for the Creator himself, the mightiest of mighty 
ones. I am going to use the term in a rather narrow sense,  to 
describe what are commonly called “angels.” I am doing this 
so we can begin to think of these creatures apart from our 
Sunday school perceptions and preconceived notions about 
them. Sometimes a change of terminology helps us to take a 
fresh look at something we think is familiar. 

The presence in the garden of an elohim who is 
fundamentally opposed to the Creator, suggests something 
about the conditions that govern that race. It suggests that they 
have the freedom to make their own choices. If God isn’t in 
the habit of creating races of wind-up beings that he dispatches 
to do all kinds of evil things that are out of sync with his plan, 
then we have to conclude that there are “eternal free agents” 
who can act independently and outside of his will.  

That they choose to do that tells us something else: they, 
that mutinous group of elohim, didn’t believe God. Note that 
I’m not saying they didn’t believe in God, rather that there 
were some of the eternal race that believed the Creator to be 
untruthful, fraudulent and unfair. It was that disbelief that the 
serpent infected the first humans with.  

“You won’t die!” the serpent hissed. “God knows that your 
eyes will be opened when you eat it. You will become just 
like God, knowing everything, both good and evil.”15 

This suggests that the elohim were called on to exercise 
something resembling faith. Here is why I say that: if the 
knowledge that the eternal ones have of the Creator were 
exhaustive and accurate, why would any of that race have been 
lunatic enough to challenge the all-powerful authority of God? 
Consider an illustration.  

I have lived in the Northwest most of my life. In 1980, May 
18th to be exact, I witnessed from my window the eruption of 
Mount Saint Helens. In one cataclysmic instant the entire north 
face of the mountain blew apart, burying vast tracts of forest 

                                                           
15 Genesis 3:4 (NLT). 
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and displacing much of Spirit Lake. One of those killed in the 
blast, Harry Truman, was buried alive near the campground 
there. OK, now that I’ve told you this, let’s imagine for a 
moment that you could go back in time to May 17th and visit 
friends near the mountain. Would you accept an invitation to 
go camping at Spirit Lake? Based on your knowledge, 
probably not. You might if you were suicidal or a bit nutty, but 
not otherwise. The only other reason you might be inclined to 
do such a foolish thing is if you weren’t convinced that it was 
foolish, if you thought I was lying or misinformed about the 
eruption that was about to occur.  

What I’m saying is this: The only way you can have a war 
in the heavenlies among the eternal race that lives there is if 
either there were a bunch of kamikaze elohim with a death 
wish (whatever that might look like to an eternal being) or 
there were beings of that dimension that did not believe that 
the Creator had complete knowledge and unlimited power. As 
crazy as it may seem, there were apparently elohim that 
thought they could defeat the Creator—actually win in a war 
against a self-existent being with infinite power and 
knowledge, and against those that were submitted to him and 
to his will. Furthermore, they were willing to press the battle 
into the dimension of time and space and bring it to the 
doorstep of the human race.  

This is why I said what I did about submission. If Adam 
and Eve had submitted themselves to the will of the Creator, 
the war in this dimension would have been over. They didn’t. 
Rather than believe God they bought into the accusation of a 
rebel creature from the eternal dimension. And so the war goes 
on. But, as the insurgent elohim army continues to press 
against the human race, the central issue continues to be 
submission, namely who will choose to cooperate with the 
ultimate intention of the Creator. Since he really is the source 
of all power, whoever does, will win the war.  
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That issue is crucial in time and space, but it has been, and 
still is, just as important in the eternal dimension. A visit to the 
first chapter of the book of Job makes that clear.  

Border Dispute 

Let’s take a trip to the border between the eternal 
dimension and time/space.  That’s where we find ourselves in 
Job 1:6.  

One day the angels came to present themselves before the 
LORD, and Satan the Accuser came with them.  

Imagine, for a moment that the first chapter of Job is a 
report on your local evening news complete with video 
footage. The report opens with a wide shot of the border area, 
the blue horizon of planet earth spreading out to the right and 
the glittering, golden expanse of the heavenly places stretching 
out to the left. Thousands of elohim, creatures from the eternal 
dimension, are assembled before the Creator. Then, the camera 
angle narrows until the screen contains only two figures who 
are having a confrontation. 

“Where have you come from?” the LORD asked Satan. And 
Satan answered the LORD, “I have been going back and forth 
across the earth, watching everything that’s going on.” Then 
the LORD asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He 
is the finest man in all the earth—a man of complete integrity. 
He fears God and will have nothing to do with evil.” 

Remember what I said about when God asks a question? It 
isn’t because he needs information. God knew exactly where 
Satan had been; what’s more he knew what he had been up to. 
Essentially he was saying, “You’ve been hanging around Job, 
haven’t you? And I know why. Because you’ve figured out 
that he is completely submitted to me…unlike some people I 
could name.” It’s at that point that Satan suggests that Job is 
only submitted to the Creator because it’s to Job’s advantage. 
God answers, “Go ahead, snake! Knock yourself out, but 
you’re going to find out that Job is fully submitted to me.”  
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The game is on.  
Here is where the camera angle is important. If we are not 

careful we can make this border dispute an issue between only 
two characters, God and Satan. But let’s zoom out again. 
There are thousands of eternal beings looking on, hanging on 
every word of this disagreement between a rebel prince and the 
Creator of the universe. Shortly, they will be watching while 
one of the creatures from the time/space dimension, namely 
Job, demonstrates his willingness to be submitted to his 
Creator no matter what.  

There is something to be proved here. This confrontation at 
the border between the dimensions suggests that in the eternals 
there is something about the matter of submission that needs to 
be settled once and for all.  

In the Bible there is an interesting way in which angels 
doing the will of the Creator are described. They are often 
called “elect” or “holy” angels as if to distinguish them from 
other angels that aren’t. The book of Job mentions in two 
places the apparent understanding among those that lived in 
ancient times that there were angels that were disobedient.16 
Even in the New Testament it is suggested that there are 
eternal beings that oppose God and are out of step with the 
Creator’s plan. 17 

One enigmatic verse in the New Testament hints at the 
importance of the issue. It’s found in Paul’s first letter to the 
church in Corinth, chapter 11 verse 10. Here’s the verse: 

So a woman should wear a covering on her head as a sign of 
authority because the angels are watching. 

As for what Paul’s instructions mean to us today, scholars 
are all over the map. But whether a woman should cover her 
head as a practice is really beside the discussion. That’s not 
what is relevant to what we’re talking about here. More to the 
point is this: what human beings do is of interest to the eternal 

                                                           
16 Job 4:18 and 15:15. 
17 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude verse 6.  
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ones— “the angels are watching.” Second, the object of their 
curiosity has something to do with authority, and by 
implication, submission. Regardless of why the covering of the 
head is involved, how time/space beings deal with authority is 
significant to members of the eternal race. 

Their fascination with what happens in the time/space 
dimension is evident elsewhere, too.  

~ In Luke’s account of the ministry of Jesus he quotes 
Jesus: “If anyone acknowledges me publicly here on 
earth, I, the Son of Man, will openly acknowledge that 
person in the presence of God’s angels. But if anyone 
denies me here on earth, I will deny that person before 
God’s angels.  

~ Paul the apostle says, “We have become a spectacle to 
the entire world—to people and angels alike.”   

~ In a letter to Timothy, a young minister, Paul writes, 
“I solemnly command you in the presence of God and 
Christ Jesus and the holy angels to obey these 
instructions…” as though the angels should care for 
some reason. At least that’s how Paul understood the 
situation between time and eternity.  

There are other places, too. It’s as though the events of 
human history are being played out in an enormous football 
stadium, the stands filled with observers from the eternal 
dimension. The bottom line is this: there is what amounts to a 
war going on in the infinite/eternal dimension. The whole book 
of Genesis has as its back-story the uprising of a rebel army of 
elohim aiming to achieve dominance over the creation made 
by a being that we in this dimension know to be infinitely 
powerful. To us that seems idiotic, suicidal, stupid; like a 
football team lining up on the tracks expecting to stop a 
speeding train. But remember, there are a fair number of 
people that don’t think the Creator has infinite power, either. 
We may have more in common with the rebel elohim than we 
care to admit.  



 

 

Chapter 2 

Attack on Time 

On the time/space side of the border between the 
dimensions the first of the time-creatures known as “Adam and 
Eve,” had chosen an action with grave consequences. Some 
theologians liken what happened at that moment of “tree-sin” 
as the introduction of a disease into the human race. I don’t 
think that goes far enough. Something deeper happened. A 
disease only impacts the physical things; when the first 
time/space creatures doubted the integrity of the Creator, as 
had some of the elohim, something penetrated deep and 
changed the core of human existence, call it their spiritual 
DNA. 

The initial encounter with an “eternal one,” was more than 
just casual conversation in the garden and the transmittal of a 
spirit microbe. While Eve was talking, and Adam listening in, 
the visitor from the eternal dimension was altering the 
“spiritual genetic material” of the race of humans, causing a 
change in the human spirit-genome if you will. Theologians 
call the result “sin nature” but we might understand it as a 
degradation of the genetic code of the whole human species, a 
mutation.  

Relationship of Silence 

The significance of mutations in genetic material is that 
they impact the physiology of a living thing, affecting how it 
develops and ultimately how it interacts with its environment. 
Furthermore, those mutations get passed down to subsequent 
generations. For example, deafness runs in some families. 
There are genes that can affect the way a person’s hearing 
develops—some 200 forms of syndromic hereditary hearing 
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impairment.1 The effect of these genetic factors is congenital 
deafness.  

That’s how it works in the physical world. Could there be a 
parallel in our spiritual nature? What if that unwelcome visitor 
in the garden caused what amounted to a mutation in the 
spiritual life of the first humans? The effect would be passed 
on to every generation that followed.  

Think back for a moment to the idea that we time 
creatures—humans—were created “amphibians” with the 
ability to live in the physical world as well as the eternal. If 
that’s how we were created, it follows that we were equipped 
for both realms. Think of a seaplane or the amphibious crafts 
the military uses to transport equipment and personnel. They 
are designed for more than one environment, one for air and 
water, the other for water and land.  Similarly, humans, though 
native to time/space, were equipped for interaction with the 
infinite/eternal.  

But the decision to hook up with “the snake” changed all 
that. In the previous chapter we considered the implications of 
that bargain at the tree from the perspective of the elohim—as 
you might say, from the top. So, how does it look from ground 
level?  

Toward evening they heard the LORD God walking about in 
the garden, so they hid themselves among the trees.  

The LORD God called to Adam, “Where are you?” 

He replied, “I heard you, so I hid. I was afraid because I was 
naked.” 

“Who told you that you were naked?” the LORD God asked. 
“Have you eaten the fruit I commanded you not to eat?”2 

This portion of the Bible always amuses me. First, it seems 
a little silly for these two fruit lovers to be hiding from the 

                                                           
1 According to the National Institute on Deafness and Other 
Communication Disorders. 
2 Genesis 3:11 (ESV). 
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Creator of the universe—like he didn’t know where they were. 
But if that seems silly, the scene that preceded this 
conversation with God was hilarious:  

Adam watches Eve as she takes a bite out of the fruit.  
“This is good!” she says. “Try it, Adam.” 
Adam takes a bite. “You’re right! It’s delicious!”  
Suddenly, he looks down and…”Whoa! I haven’t got 

anything on here.”  
Meanwhile, Eve is diving into the bushes.  
A few minutes ago the snake was promising these two that 

eating the fruit would make them wise. They eat, and what is 
the result of this newfound wisdom? They notice they don’t 
have any clothes on. You have to wonder if they were very 
bright to begin with.  

Clearly, this wasn’t just about nakedness—that was 
obvious—this was about a change of perspective, and not for 
the better. Allow me to expand God’s question. He was really 
asking something like, “So, what’s the problem with being 
naked? That’s how I brought you into this world. You’ve been 
wandering around naked for a long time. Why should it bother 
you now?” Here’s God asking questions again. Evidently, the 
time/space creatures need information. What he wants them to 
know is, “You stopped trusting me. Earlier today you trusted 
me explicitly. You were completely confident that I was acting 
in your best interest. Just hours ago your spiritual ears were 
constantly tuned to my every word. You were in complete 
harmony with my will and purpose, but now you are confused 
and uncertain. We used to have an open relationship, but you 
ate some forbidden fruit and you’re hiding in the bushes. Does 
that seem like a coincidence to you?”  

We look at the situation and think, why didn’t they just 
admit their mistake? Why couldn’t they just regret the decision 
and ask to start over? Because something had changed in their 
spiritual DNA. They had known nothing other than the 
Creator’s benevolent care, but still chose not to trust. At the 
point of this encounter with the Creator they had no idea of the 
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consequences. He had told them that they would surely die, but 
they didn’t believe him. What’s more, as near as they could 
tell, they were still very much alive.  

From our vantage point in history we want to warn them. 
Go back! Don’t try to hide, for heaven’s sake! Do you know 
where this is going to lead? Millennia of uncertainty, hatred, 
violence, and despair. You will peer into the jaws of hell and 
yearn for what you’re turning from today. You and your 
children will wind up as food for monsters from an eternal 
race. On that road there is no escape from judgment, so there is 
no alternative to the Creator’s mercy. Beg forgiveness and go 
back!  

But they hid in the bushes. And not because they had no 
clothes. It was because there was a deconstruction of the 
interface between the time/space beings and the Creator (2 
Corinthians 5:2-4). In essence, they had orphaned themselves 
from their Father.  

It was at that time that what we know as “prayer” became 
necessary. 

The Birth of Prayer 

Prayer has been variously described as communication with 
God and a “hotline” to heaven. Both descriptions are true, 
although they fall short of grasping what prayer really is: the 
echo of the rich relationship that once existed between 
time/space creatures and their Creator; a pale image of the 
relationship that once was before the mutation of human 
spiritual DNA. Calling it an “echo” and a “pale image” doesn’t 
make prayer unimportant; to the contrary, it means that it is 
vital. It is not just a hotline; it is a lifeline. 

Perhaps an illustration will help. 
The Internet has become an important tool today. The 

technology is vital for disseminating information. Commerce, 
communication, and research have come to depend on it. In 
general, there are two ways of accessing the Internet. First, 
there is what’s called “broadband” which features a constant 
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connection to the net. If your computer is on, you’re on the 
Internet—a continual connection. The other is called “dial-up.” 
This option requires the computer user to access the Internet 
through their telephone line. When you want to use the net you 
have to, in essence, call it, wait for it to answer, and only then 
are you connected to the Internet. 

As a recent convert to broadband I can tell you that I much 
prefer it to dial-up. Whenever I want to look something up, 
send an e-mail, or visit a web site, I just punch a few keys 
and—poof—I’m there! Dial-up meant that I had to stop what I 
was doing, “go online” wait for things to download, upload, 
reload…whatever…and only then was I connected. 

It was the broadband kind of relationship with the Creator 
that was lost in the garden. The “always on” connection with 
God was broken, leaving the time-creatures with the spiritual 
equivalent of dial-up, namely prayer. Before, humans were of 
one mind with the Creator because they lived in agreement 
with him, never questioning or doubting. Until the encounter 
with the serpent, there appears to have been almost a family 
relationship across the boundary of the dimensions. The 
relationship was assumed, like children who have an intuitive 
sense of what their parents want, and act in accordance with 
those wishes.  

For His part, the Creator knew that His presence and 
relationship was always welcome. But after humans 
disconnected themselves from that relationship, things were 
different. The time creatures no longer welcomed the Creator. 
How do we know that? They hid from him.   

My children are grown and live on their own now. Still, 
they know that they are always welcome in our house. We 
leave a key for them to use when they need to get in; our son 
never gave his house key back when he moved out. Our kids 
assume, rightly, that they are always welcome in our house. 
The reverse is not true. We don’t have a key to their house that 
we use whenever we want. We wait for our kids to invite us to 
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enter their home. We don’t assume that all times are good 
times to go barging in. We wait for an invitation.  

It appears that what happened in Genesis is like that. Once 
the time-creatures doubted His integrity and trustworthiness, 
the Creator became like a parent whose children had moved 
out. At that point He began to wait for an invitation to become 
involved in their lives. He didn’t just barge in, although 
barging doesn’t seem to have been the pattern anyhow.  

There is a further complication. Because humans were no 
longer enabled to access the other dimension, they were no 
longer synchronized with it. Previously, there was what might 
be called an instinctive awareness of how things should be. 
But, having terminated the connection, the signal from the far 
side of the dimensional barrier became garbled. The result, 
where prayer is concerned, is that when humans extend an 
invitation to the Creator to intervene across the dimensional 
barrier, the request may not be in sync with the flow of 
creation. Invitations (what we call prayers) were, and still are, 
frequently out of harmony with the creative intent of the 
universe and therefore inappropriate. Not only did the Creator 
begin to wait for His creatures to invite His involvement in 
their world, He also needed to wait for them to recover a sense 
of his heart when they asked—to figure out what He would 
want rather than ask for what would be contrary to His nature.  

James and John, two of Jesus disciples whom he 
nicknamed, “sons of thunder,” make a good case in point. 
Having been rejected by a certain city they suggested that they 
should call fire to rain down on the town. Jesus response? He 
scolded them for asking for something that was outside of 
God’s will. In short, God not only waits to be invited, He waits 
for an invitation He can accept (1 John 5:14). Occasionally, we 
get it right. Often, like James and John, we don’t.  

That is quite different from the open, “broadband” 
relationship that was originally hard-wired into the human 
spirit. The good news is the Creator intends to reestablish that 
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old relationship. Meanwhile, we time-creatures have a dial-up 
connection available…and the circuits are never busy.  

Unilateral Involvement 

Don’t get the idea that the encounter between humans and 
the elohim resulted in the withdrawal of the Creator from the 
earth dimension. According to the written record of these 
things, He appears to maintain a level of involvement that he 
exercises when ultimate destiny hangs in the balance.  

In the last part of the third chapter of Genesis, the Creator 
begins to download the program that will be needed to re-
synchronize the dimensions. That, after all, is what has 
happened in the encounter between the two races: the 
dimensions stopped functioning in harmony. The symbiotic 
relationship (a relationship of mutual benefit) between 
temporal and eternal creatures became parasitic as the elohim 
attempted to forcibly extract life from humans. Rather than 
allow that to continue, the Creator stepped in and took 
remedial action. He dealt decisively with the actual behavior 
that was out of sync with the flow of creation—a serious 
spanking. The eternal creature was humiliated—“you will 
grovel in the dust”—and the humans were given a description 
of the life that awaited them now that they had traded away 
their ability to function across the dimensions.  

The most important part of that “spanking” is the first 
mention of a person called “The Seed.” During the Creator’s 
reprimand of the snake He says,  

And I will put enmity, between you and the woman, and 
between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the 
head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.3 

Notice the word “seed” is used twice in this sentence. I’ve 
italicized one of them because it is used differently from the 
other. The first use refers to the serpent and his offspring, 
which are beings, descendants carrying his figurative DNA. 

                                                           
3 Genesis 3:15 (NASB). 
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The important thing is that “seed” in this first case refers to 
many and that they will have similar qualities to him. 

The second time the word is used it refers not to many, but 
to one. Do you see it? “He will bruise your head…” In some 
translations the word is “crush,” but the important thing is that 
it is a single person. Somebody, sometime will deal a death 
blow to the leader of this elohim rebellion. A blow to the head 
is deadly. This mention of “The Seed” suggests—promises—
that somebody will repair the breach of relationship in the 
eternal and temporal dimensions, essentially undo what the 
serpent has done, and restore the bi-dimensional life of the 
human race.  

From the moment of that announcement, the machinery 
was in motion toward restoration. The machinery is still in 
motion, although “The Seed” is no longer the man of mystery 
he once was. Hang on to that. We’ll come back to it.  

Soliloquy 

Probably the most famous soliloquy in all of theatre is from 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet. The title character steps forward on the 
stage as though he is thinking out loud and says, “To be or not 
to be, that is the question…” Shakespeare includes this scene 
of Hamlet talking to himself because Hamlet’s words are 
important to the audience who needs to know what he is 
thinking. What he says “to himself” reveals the plot. In 
Genesis, God does something similar. As a matter of fact, He 
does it three times in Genesis, and each time He describes an 
important intervention He is about to undertake relative to the 
operation of the interface between the dimensions. These 
soliloquies are signals that there is about to be a significant 
revelation of God’s purposes and a momentous change in the 
status quo—no more business as usual.  

The first intervention, in the third chapter, is in response to 
the elohim insurgency and the damage it has done to the 
spiritual DNA of the time-creatures. Listen to the Creator’s 
soliloquy, and then note His action:  
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Then the LORD God said, “The people have become as we 
are, knowing everything, both good and evil. What if they eat 
the fruit of the tree of life? Then they will live forever!” So 
the LORD God banished Adam and his wife from the Garden 
of Eden, and He sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from 
which He had been made. After banishing them from the 
garden, the LORD God stationed mighty angelic beings  to the 
east of Eden. And a flaming sword flashed back and forth, 
guarding the way to the tree of life.4 

Here is that tree I mentioned in the last chapter, the tree of 
life. Whether it was a tree with magic fruit  (the prototype for 
all the stories we’ve ever read about fountains of youth) or it 
amounted to the opening between the dimensions we don’t 
know. I’m a little bothered by the “magic fruit” hypothesis, but 
the record does say it was a tree. Whatever it was, the 
implication is that time-creatures, at that moment had at their 
disposal a means of interacting with the eternal dimension.  

But also at this moment in the story, as the Creator steps 
forward on the stage of history, there’s a problem: humans are 
estranged from Him and out of sync with the rhythms of 
creation. Moreover, there are already a significant number of 
creatures with that same problem living in the eternal 
dimension, the rebellious elohim. What was the Creator to do? 
Leave the human race in its broken condition and let its 
creatures spend eternity practicing that brokenness—imagine a 
Hitler, or a Stalin, living forever unrestrained. Not only that, 
without intervention, the battle between creatures submitted to 
the creative impulse of God and those who chose rebellion 
would be fought eternally across the dimensions.  

Not so good.  
No, the human race needed an overhaul and, appropriately 

enough for time-creatures, the time to see it done. The Creator 
closes the door on eternity putting it under the protection of 
loyal elohim. Though created to be spiritual amphibians, the 
time creatures become stranded in the time/space dimension; 

                                                           
4 Genesis 3:22. 
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and all because of the mutation of their spiritual DNA and 
their hapless alliance with the extraterrestrial5 rebels.  

There are two reasons you guard a doorway. One is, to 
prevent entry—to keep undesirable people out; the other 
reason is to protect the doorway for future use at the right time. 
The elohim guards (probably two of them, but it’s not clearly 
stated here) were assigned to preserve a right of access for the 
human race, in anticipation of a time when that race would be 
reconciled with its Creator and synchronized with His creative 
intent—fit company for the loyal elohim.  

This is a good time to stop and make note of something. As 
the epic of creation unfolds the Creator is inserting markers 
into the chronicles of human history as evidence of His 
ongoing project of restoration. More than just written records, 
these markers are designed to be symbolic, existing outside of 
language. For example, the image of a snake has become 
synonymous with the encroachment of evil. Later, a rainbow 
will be given symbolic meaning, as will these two loyal elohim 
that, according to the record, are protecting the interface 
between the dimensions. 

The first such marker to be mentioned is “The Seed”. Here, 
at the very beginning, is a historical symbol anticipating the 
future response of the Creator to the rebellion that spilled out 
of the eternal dimension and into the temporal world. The Seed 
is to be the means through which that is to happen. The Seed 
will become a metaphor for restoration. 

But other markers are being laid down. After noting the 
promise of “The Seed," Genesis mentions that the Creator 
makes an answer to the nakedness of the humans. Remember, 
their physical nudity isn’t the real issue. The issue is 
disconnectedness from their intended place in the created 
universe. Nevertheless, God covers their physical nakedness 

                                                           
5 Extraterrestrial usually refers to some kind of space alien. In this 
context I’m using the term to describe a being not native to the time-
space dimension, as well as to the planet that exists in it.  
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when He “made clothing of animal skins for Adam and his 
wife.”  

Here is a first: dead animals. Imagine for a moment an 
absolutely harmonious environment where none of the 
inhabitants have a “killer instinct.” That was the condition in 
the embryonic world described in Genesis—death doesn’t 
seem to have been a part of it. The record notes that in this 
idyllic world the humans even gave names to the animals. 
What would be the impact of two of these docile creatures 
killed and skinned where the humans could find them? What 
message would the humans gather from this?  What should we 
make of it, as we observe these events through the eyes of 
history?  Something about death and blood being necessary for 
spiritual nakedness to be covered. This marker, and the others, 
will be picked up later as God isolates a segment of the human 
race—we call them Israelites—to illustrate for time-creatures 
everywhere what it means to be submitted to the Creator. 
Furthermore, it will be through that portion of the race that the 
Creator will describe the reunification of creation.  

As history unfolds, the Hebrew nation will develop a 
system of animal sacrifice, ostensibly via specific instructions 
to a man named Moses from the very Creator that killed the 
animals in the garden. Furthermore, the man Moses will be 
given the plans for a unique piece of furniture to be used in the 
Hebrew worship rites. You may have seen the movie Raiders 

of the Lost Ark. The film is about the discovery of that piece of 
furniture, the fabled Ark of the Covenant. Assuming the prop 
department for the film did their homework, the ark is a box, 
made of gold. Attached to the top of the box, arched over it 
like sentries, are two angelic beings. Remind you of anything? 
Remember the loyal elohim guarding the way to the eternal 
dimension? Lest we forget about them and the doorway they 
are guarding, the Creator has inserted a reminder, a marker, 
into history.  

These things are not coincidental. And there are many more 
such markers.  
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The Attack 

Let’s revisit the scene of the crime where the captain of the 
rebel elohim duped the time-creatures into complicity. There is 
a strategy in this duplicitous attack on human liberty. The 
rebels had intended to hijack the entire race and win them en 
masse to the rebel cause. Evidently, the serpent assumed that 
breaking the link between the Creator and the time-creatures 
would produce what amounted to a race of drones, helplessly 
bound to a new master, namely him. Fortunately, it wasn’t that 
easy.  

When Adam and Eve chose to rebel and to doubt the 
character of the Creator, it interrupted their amphibious 
capabilities and those of their descendents (that spiritual 
mutation, remember) but it didn’t render inoperative their 
future freedom to choose. The Creator did not design the 
choice-making ability of humans to be contingent on Him. It 
was designed to be exercised remotely—even independently. 
The first humans used their freedom foolishly and paid dearly 
for it. They stumbled outside the rhythm/flow of the universe 
so they no longer acted innately and intuitively in harmony 
with it—they severed the “broadband” relationship with the 
Creator. But they retained the essential quality of freedom. 
One bad, even calamitous, decision did not render future 
choices impossible. On a case-by-case basis the time-creatures 
could still choose to submit.  

One has to wonder if that was a surprise to the rebels. 
Perhaps they thought the war would be won with a single 
strike against the spirit of the time-creatures. If so, they 
misjudged. Although it’s hard to imagine the world of the 
elohim—a non-linear realm—it is at least possible that 
reasoned decisions in an eternal environment are, in fact, 
eternal decisions, once made they are made forever. If that is 
the case, perhaps the elohim didn’t understand the 
characteristics of creation in the temporal dimension and the 
multi-faceted nature of the race that is native to it.  
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A look at the blueprint of human beings will be helpful 
here.  

In the New Testament, Paul the Apostle writes, “Now may 
the God of peace sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be preserved complete…”6 I’ve italicized 
two words because ‘entirely’ and ‘complete’ suggest that the 
apostle views whole human beings (in contrast to partial ones, 
I suppose) as being triplex in nature; body, soul and spirit.  

The body, of course, is the vehicle—the hardware—that 
actually interfaces with time and space. It is made of the same 
stuff as the rest of the tangible universe. Humans are equipped 
with senses—sight, hearing, touch, smell and taste—to 
actually interact with the material world.  

The soul is like the body’s navigation system. It is the 
component of our nature that we use to interpret our 
relationship with this dimension and to interact with it, and 
with creatures like ourselves that live here. Traditionally, our 
soul is said to be the seat of our mind, will, and emotions. In 
short, it is our personality and decision-making apparatus.  

Overlapping with the soul, but distinct from it, is our 
spirit—what the Bible metaphorically calls the breath. The 
spirit is the part of us that was designed to be hardwired to the 
Creator and to interface with the infinite/eternal part of 
creation. Think of it as the navigation system for the other 
dimension, the non-tangible one. At first, when humans (with 
their amphibious qualities intact) were at liberty to traverse 
between dimensions, it would have been the spirit that made 
the interaction possible. 

Where our spirit overlaps with our soul is important 
because it overlaps at the point of our will, that part of us that 
makes decisions. For the first of our race, and for all who 
followed (including you and me) that decision apparatus was 
supposed to be governed by the spirit. It wasn’t intended to be 
activated by the body and soul. That may explain why the 
human spirit, specifically the human will, was the target that 

                                                           
6 1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NASB). 
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the invader in the garden aimed at. It may also explain why 
humans seem so inclined to continue to respond to the invader.  

The inclination to bond with an enemy is not unheard of. In 
1973 two robbers attempted to hold up a bank in Stockholm. 
Almost immediately, the robbery went awry and the bandits 
wound up taking four bank employees hostage, one man and 
three women, in the bank’s vault. Amazingly, after 131 days of 
captivity, the hostages resisted rescue and declared a fondness 
for their captors!  

Bizarre.  
Psychologists explain the phenomenon as a survival skill 

that people in threatening situations adopt in order to cope with 
the stress of being vulnerable. It was not unheard of before 
1973, but the event in Sweden was so widely publicized and 
the attitude of the hostages so remarkable that the incident 
caused the condition to be referred to as “Stockholm 
Syndrome.” The kidnap of Patty Hearst by the Symbionese 
Liberation Army and later, Elizabeth Smart made the 
syndrome notorious. Most recently, the televised denunciations 
of hostages in the Mid-East prompt discussions of the subject. 

I bring this up here because it is a good illustration of what 
happened as a result of the attack on the human race 
perpetrated by “the serpent.” Though Satan’s malevolent 
intentions seem pretty clear, still humans gravitate toward him 
in a process we call temptation.   

Although the attack on the human spirit did not leave the 
time-race helpless, it did leave the humans handicapped—
casualties of war. The net effect of a darkened spirit was that 
humans were suddenly unable to perceive beyond the world of 
sight and sound, or clearly discern the voice of their Creator. 
No longer endowed with the ability to interact freely with the 
infinite/eternal dimension, they were forced to make do with 
senses suited only to time/space: eyes, ears, and hands; mind, 
will, and emotions—spirit off-line, soul and body leading the 
way. That spelled trouble. Once they decided God wasn’t to be 
trusted, who did that leave in charge? Them, of course. With 
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their spirit disconnected and no longer in command of their 
lives, there was no way to discern the rhythm of the universe, 
much less act in harmony with it. That was the condition that 
was passed down through the corrupted spiritual genome of 
the human race. 

To look at it another way, you could think of the spirit as a 
radio COM link capable of multiple frequencies, able to 
communicate on the time/space frequency and also on the 
frequency of the Creator. The incident in the garden “fried” the 
channel used for communication with eternity. The result was 
that the soul, no longer linked to eternity, began to make its 
own way, functioning independently of the spirit, unwilling 
and unable to respond to the spirit’s direction. The activity of 
the independent soul is impulsive, drinking deeply from the 
tainted well of lust, pride and sensuality. It ignores the 
warnings of the spirit because its default frequency has been 
changed from the eternal channel to the channel of time/space.  

Here, again is where the power of submission becomes 
clear. The Creator intended that both dimensions, and their 
respective races, exist “in sync” with Him and by extension, 
with each other.  That is the core definition of submission. The 
soul (physical wants and emotional tendencies) was designed 
to be under the authority of the spirit, which, if tuned properly, 
was supposed to be responding to the Creator.  

The soul—that stubborn little bundle of mind, will and 
emotion—is the part of Adam and Eve’s character that 
triggered the forbidden fruit incident in the first place. The 
initial deception was aimed at the mind and emotions (Genesis 
3:1-5), physical senses sweetened the bargain (verse 6), then, 
stumbling stupidly after physical appetites, the will portion of 
the human soul inked the deal. Adam and Eve traded away the 
freedom that came from being a whole unit, spirit, soul, and 
body, at the tree of knowledge.  

Every generation since has instinctively yearned for 
restored relationship. Actually, there is a sense in which the 
biblical narrative is like the story of lovers separated by the 
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winds of war. Wars are all about victory and loss, anxiety and 
grief, and separation. But wars are also about hope and 
anticipation. Anyone that has ever bid farewell to a loved one 
headed off to war knows the sorrow of parting, and anyone 
who has welcomed a loved one home knows the joy of 
reunion. It is these conflicting emotions that are playing out 
between the principal actors in the drama of the ages. As the 
war between the rebels of heaven impacts the world of time 
and space, the yearning of the heart of God grows more 
intense, as does the yearning of all creation. The apostle Paul 
reminds us that all creation anticipates the summing up of all 

things. Moreover, we have to assume that includes the loyal 
and submissive elohim, what the Bible calls the holy angels 
who, as I suggested previously, were designed to be in 
partnership with human beings.  

War on Two Fronts 

So, the warfare of the universe plays out. On one side the 
Creator plans and executes a fitting response to the rebellion; 
the loyal elohim await specific instructions even as they yearn 
for the full revelation of what human beings were to eventually 
become and for an understanding of their own complimentary 
role with them. The humans quietly, instinctively long for the 
wholeness that was lost in the garden.  

Meanwhile, the rebels are continuing to press their assault 
on creation.  

The battle for dominance over creation, including 
time/space and the race that lives there is to be fought on two 
fronts. One is purely an offensive, aimed at assimilating these 
unfamiliar time/space beings. The other is preemptive, an 
effort to circumvent the Creator’s plan to ultimately destroy 
the rebellion through the use of a secret weapon He called “the 
Seed.”  

First, the offensive strategy. 
There is a suggestion that the insurgency is forced to 

change its tactics in response to the actions of the Creator. I 
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think that they misjudged the vulnerability of the time-
creatures, thinking that to win the cooperation of the first two 
was to secure their blind obedience and also the submission of 
the rest of the time creatures that were to follow. But that’s not 
what happened.  Having never encountered time-creatures 
before, the enemy commanders have learned something: a 
decision made in time isn’t like a decision in eternity, it isn’t a 
once and for all proposition. Furthermore, the numbers are in 
constant flux. New time-creatures are created seemingly at the 
whim of older time-creatures, each new generation with the 
same capacity for decision making—freedom to choose—that 
their ancestors had. Very disconcerting. So how does an 
angelic insurgency attack such a moving target? Let’s try to 
picture a high-level meeting of rebel strategists. The cameras 
are rolling again. The scene opens on a dozen or so dark angels 
that have gathered around a large table. A map of the world 
hangs on the wall. There are concentric circles drawn on it 
emanating from a central point somewhere near the modern 
city of Baghdad. Let’s listen in as the leader, newly nicknamed 
the Snake, lays out a plan:  

OK, the time-creatures aren’t as vulnerable as first 

thought. Their freedom to choose remains intact even 

though they are no longer free to navigate in the eternal 

realm. If we can’t assimilate the race in its entirety, 

we’ll have to capture it one being at a time. That’s still 

doable. We already proved we can alter them by 

enticing their will. We will just continue to do that one 

generation at a time, combine them into larger units and 

use those to destroy the ones we can’t alter. We can 

influence them against one another. It can be done.  

The fourth chapter of Genesis picks up the story of the 
second generation of the time creatures. It also illustrates a 
new tactical approach by the rebel elohim. 

As Genesis 4 begins we learn that Adam and Eve have 
become parents. Their first son, Cain by name, has a knack for 
making things grow. Undoubtedly it was hard work, God said 
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it would be, but apparently Cain took to it naturally. Abel, the 
other son, was more drawn to the animal world, tending to the 
herds.  

It should be noted that there were other children in the 
family. We find that out in a few verses when Cain gets sent 
away and meets up with somebody to marry. Yes, that means 
that he married his sister, or at least a close cousin, but at that 
early stage there weren’t any other options.  

Anyhow, back in verse three it says,  

So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an 
offering to the LORD of the fruit of the ground.  Abel, on his 
part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat 
portions And the LORD had regard for Abel and for his 
offering; but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. 
So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.  

Verse three introduces us to the kids at a time when they 
have grown old enough to work and follow directions. This is 
important because some scholars surmise that three things are 
suggested by the verses you just read. First, that the offering 
Cain and Abel bring wasn’t just a random thing. Some 
translations begin the verses by saying, “at the end of days,” or 
“in the fullness of time” the boys brought their offering, 
implying that a specific time for offerings had been 
established. In other words, the boys were to be following 
instructions about that. Secondly, notice that they “brought” an 
offering. We can assume that they didn’t pack up their animals 
and vegetables and start wandering aimlessly about without 
knowing where they were going. There was apparently a place 
to bring the offerings to. We aren’t told exactly where, but 
Cain and Abel bring their offering to some fixed place. 
Personally, I think it was somewhere near the doorway to the 
tree of life, but I wasn’t there, so I can’t be sure. Finally, the 
nature of the offering may also have been part of the 
instruction to the sons, which explains why Cain was in 
trouble for bringing vegetables.  
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In the previous chapter I mentioned that God had begun 
leaving clues and markers in human history in order to point 
toward his ultimate plan for healing the divide between He and 
His creation. The first such marker was the mention of “the 
seed.” The placement of the what the Bible calls “cherubim” 
as guards to the access point to eternity will become another. 
This business of offerings is yet another marker. Perhaps 
Abel’s offering was more appropriate than Cain’s because God 
wanted to make sure the human race would remember what it 
costs to make up for disobedience. Remember those animals 
that paid for Adam and Eve’s first suit of clothes at the cost of 
their lives? It is not unlikely that the nature of an offering was 
important because it was to serve as a reminder of that. 
Vegetables don’t tell the story of the cost of disobedience. 
Shedding the blood of innocent animals makes a more vivid 
point. Bringing offerings as a sign of submission and 
cooperation was to be a part of God’s ultimate plan of 
restoration and the marker was set right here.  

A Matter of Choice 

But Cain chose not to follow the rules. Rather than bring an 
offering from the flock, a reminder of the cost of disobedience, 
he worked his hardest and offered God the produce of his own 
labor. He brought stuff that had grown out of the very ground 
that God had told Adam was cursed. Another poor choice in 
Adam’s family.  

You can see the covert operation behind this. As Eve (and 
Adam) were to have avoided the tree in the garden, so Cain 
was to have demonstrated his submission to the Creator, by 
bringing the appropriate offering. Somewhere along the line 
Cain thought he had a better idea just as his parents had. Do 
you have to wonder where he got the idea, or rather from 
whom?  

But remember freedom to choose is a quality that remains 
active in every human and, although choices can sometimes 
have far-reaching consequences, time-creatures still retain the 
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ability to make them. That’s why the Creator visits Cain, the 
disobedient son, and tries to nudge him to better use that 
freedom, and as He does, teaches us, too. The encounter is 
tender, almost fatherly:  

“Why are you so angry?” the LORD asked him. “Why do you 
look so dejected? You will be accepted if you respond in the 
right way. But if you refuse to respond correctly, then watch 
out! Sin is waiting to attack and destroy you, and you must 
subdue it.”7  

In this case, like a heavenly Father, the Creator corrects this 
second generation human. He explains the importance of 
submission. He tells Cain that when you walk in submission to 
your spiritual heritage you are accepted. On the other hand, if 
you choose disobedience, you are vulnerable to an attack from 
the dark side. God in these few verses makes it clear that he 
knows exactly how the rebels have switched their strategy. He 
also makes it clear that human choice properly applied can 
neutralize an enemy attack. Knowing that, how did Cain do? 
Not so good.  

Later Cain suggested to his brother, Abel, “Let’s go out into 
the fields.” And while they were there, Cain attacked and 
killed his brother. 

Afterward the LORD asked Cain, “Where is your brother? 
Where is Abel?” 

“I don’t know!” Cain retorted. “Am I supposed to keep track 
of him wherever he goes?”8  

If Adam and Eve ever talked to their sons about the time in 
the garden when the Creator asked them a question, Cain 
apparently didn’t remember that when God asks you 
something, you’re the one who is about to learn. He learned 
that he had just fallen prey to the strategy of the rebel elohim. 
As a result he gets sent out to make his own way in the world. 

                                                           
7 Genesis 4:6-7 (NLT). 
8 Verses 6-9. 
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If you read on, the rest of Genesis 4 and through Genesis 5, 
you see the strategy play out. Generation after generation the 
time-creatures wrestle with the issue of submission and the 
war within the ranks of the elohim spills over into time and 
space through the creatures who are native to that dimension.  

But the stakes are about to get even higher. The enemy is 
about to attempt a preemptive strike against the holy ones of 
God.  



 



 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 

Plan B 

When the elohim launched their first assault into time and 
space, the target was the human spirit. That was Plan A. 
Having not been wholly successful, they went to the war room 
and instituted Plan B.  

The first prong of Plan B attempts to use human will and 
free choice to the advantage of the insurgency. The ongoing 
battle in the war between the dimensions will not be fought by 
one isolated commando set to destroy two people, it will be 
fought by an army of rebellious angels. The human race will 
experience a relentless battering of the soul as, one by one, 
every human creature will have to decide whether to submit to 
the Creator’s intended design or to operate completely in the 
time/space dimension as a pawn of the rebellion.   

The second prong of Plan B is a preemptive strike. Let’s 
visit the war room again as the insurgents consider the 
implications of the Creator’s remarks about a secret weapon 
that He intends to use to destroy the rebel commander and 
wipe out his army, a weapon drawn from within the time 
dimension, “The Seed.” Based on what the insurgency has 
witnessed so far, a threat from the time-creatures doesn’t seem 
like much of a threat. Still, the Snake (for so he has come to be 
known) isn’t about to take chances, hence he considers his 
options. Leaning toward his officers he speaks… 
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There is one worrisome thing, though. It appears the Creator 

intends to use genetics to reactivate the spirit-life of the 

humans and reconnect the dimensions. So far the human 

creatures don’t seem to pose much of a threat, yet I don’t 

want to underestimate the Creator. This “Seed” business 

should be stopped. We must do whatever we can to interrupt 

that whole plan. I propose that we launch another attack, not 

just in the time/space dimension, but on the time/space 

dimension. We will scramble the human genetic code. That 

should put an end to any counterstrike from within the 

tangible world. We’ll breed out the threat so there can be no 

“seed” from the human race.  

I can imagine a murmur rising from among the ranks. How 

do we do that? The question begs for an answer. The Snake 
smiles.  

You’re going to like this. We’ll assemble an army and make 

an amphibious landing in the time dimension. I’ve seen the 

time creatures. The ones who bear the seed of their race are 

quite attractive. The one I spoke with was naïve, too. It’s a 

useful combination that I’m certain our elohim can exploit. 

We will create a new race, which will be useless to the 

Creator for whatever purpose He had intended.  

The intention of the rebel elohim is more insidious than you 
can imagine—something akin to mass rape. The results will 
become the stuff of legend—some will say myth.   

Invasion 

Genesis 6 is something of an enigma among scholars. Some 
say it is about the righteous line of Seth, the child that Eve 
bore as a replacement for her murdered son, Abel.  They 
speculate it is about how Seth’s kin had forbidden 
relationships with the unrighteous offspring of Cain. Others 
say that it is the story of an amphibious landing of rebel angels 
who use their ability to operate in the material world for 
purposes of corruption and destruction.  

You already know where we come down on the issue. The 
first four verses of the chapter explain why.  
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When the human population began to grow rapidly on the 
earth, the sons of God saw the beautiful women of the human 
race and took any they wanted as their wives. Then the LORD 
said, “My Spirit will not put up with humans for such a long 
time, for they are only mortal flesh. In the future, they will 
live no more than 120 years.”     

In those days, and even afterward, giants lived on the earth, 
for whenever the sons of God had intercourse with human 
women, they gave birth to children who became the heroes 
mentioned in legends of old. (Genesis 6:1-4 NLT) 

I’ve italicized a phrase that appears twice in this 
description, “the sons of God.” Who were these people? As I 
said before, some believe them to be men from Seth’s lineage. 
If that’s so, we’re left to conclude that Seth invariably fathered 
lots of nice boys but managed to father some pretty homely 
girls that were apparently of little interest to his male 
descendents. That is why the guys started chasing after the 
girls from the line of Cain who had the genetic good fortune to 
be beautiful. 

But what if what’s going on here is precisely what it 
appears to be? What if Genesis is using a term that we are to 
understand to mean elohim, in this case rebel angels? Let’s 
visit the book of Job again. As you recall, in Job there was an 
encounter at the border of the dimensions between the Snake 
and the Creator. Remember who was there? Angels. In Job 
they are called “the sons of God,” the same term that shows up 
in Genesis 6. It is used in Job 1:6; 2:1; and 38:7. Many 
versions of the Bible simply translate the term “angels.” 

Scholars differ somewhat on when Job was written. Some 
say it pre-dated the book of Genesis, which is regarded as 
penned by Moses. Others say it came after Genesis, or was 
contemporary to it, perhaps also written by Moses. Either way, 
the term “sons of God” would have been familiar enough that 
it could be consistently applied in the two works. Furthermore, 
what we would call a “spirit-being” interpretation in Genesis is 
consistent with what comes next, an account of a supernatural 
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race that emerged from the coming together of the “sons of 
God” and the “daughters of men.”  

The New Living Translation’s treatment of that 
supernatural race is to simply call them “giants.” Many other 
translations use a rendering of the Hebrew word, 8ephilim, a 
word that eventually came into common usage and was 
understood to mean any mighty warriors of enormous size.1 
Interestingly, the term comes from a root that means, “to fall.” 
Various understandings of the word are that these big people 
were strong and that when they attacked (fell upon) someone, 
you could be certain the victim would fall before them. 
Another thought is that people would just fall down before 
these giants because they were bullies and tyrants. Personally, 
I like another understanding of the word, namely that these 
were fallen creatures, a product of the amphibious assault of 
fallen angels.  

I have suggested in the prologue that much fantasy and 
legend that has been attributed to human creativity, is actually 
cultural memory at work, and that the human race maintains a 
shared recollection of these events. Polytheistic cultures nearly 
all imagine warfare among “the gods” and the gods having 
interaction with humans, sometimes even having human 

                                                           
1 The New English Translation (NET Bible) includes this note on 

Genesis 6: The Hebrew word נְִפיִלים (nefilim) is simply transliterated 
here, because the meaning of the term is uncertain. According to the 
text, the Nephilim became mighty warriors and gained great fame in 
the antediluvian world. The text may imply they were the offspring 
of the sexual union of the "sons of God" and the "daughters of 
humankind" (Genesis 6:2), but it stops short of saying this in a direct 
manner. The Nephilim are mentioned in the OT only here and in 
Numbers 13:33, where it is stated that they were giants (thus KJV, 
TEV, NLT "giants" here). The narrator observes that the Anakites of 
Canaan were descendants of the Nephilim. Certainly these later 
Anakite Nephilim could not be descendants of the antediluvian 
Nephilim. 
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consorts.2 This concept of the relationship between the 
dimensions fits very well with the propaganda machine of the 
rebellion—it isn’t hard to imagine the rebel elohim styling 
themselves as gods among the time-creatures. Furthermore, 
many cultures record in their mythology the existence of a 
particular kind of spirit-being called an incubus which was a 
“lascivious male demon said to possess mortal women as they 
sleep [for the purpose of intercourse] and to be responsible for 
the birth of demons, witches, and deformed children. 
According to one legend the incubus and his female 
counterpart, the succubus, were fallen angels.” 3  

The bottom line is that there is good reason to take what it 
says in Genesis 6 at face value. Renegade Angels used their 
free will and innate ability to breach the border between the 
dimensions and take on a physical form. Angels do that 
throughout the Bible. These angels invaded time and space and 
somehow, in ways that we don’t fully understand, created a 
hybrid race by altering human DNA. 

 Small wonder that the Creator is not happy with this 
development.   

Giant Problem 

The outcome of the rebel attack was grievous to the 
Creator. Not only that, He was growing impatient. That’s what 
is meant in the verses above when God says, “My Spirit will 
not put up with humans…” Let me paraphrase his comments in 
a way that may make it a little clearer. I’ll borrow from the 
script of nearly every parent of pre-schoolers. Have you ever 
said anything like this?  

                                                           
2 In Greek mythology, for example, Zeus has a tragic relationship 
with a beautiful mortal woman named Semele.  
3 "Incubus." The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 
Columbia University Press., 2003. Answers.com 21 Feb. 2006. 
http://www.answers.com/topic/incubus. 
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“I have just about had it with you kids! You are being 
naughty. I’m going to count to FIVE so you better straighten 
up or…pow! …ONE! TWO! THREE…”  

That’s pretty much what the Creator was saying although 
on a much grander scale: “I’m not going to put up with the 
human race much longer. They’re running amok in their flesh. 
I’m going to give them 120 years and then I’m through with 
them!” Note he’s not talking about human lifespan here (the 
above NLT translation notwithstanding) he’s talking about 
how long before he deals decisively with this race of violent, 
morally corrupt people.  

We’ll get to those consequences in a bit, but first let’s 
pause for a status report from “battlefield earth.” From the 
look of things, the elohim invasion has had its planned result, 
the corruption of the human seed. The race of time-creatures 
yielded without a fight. With the exception of one man and his 
family, the corruption was so thorough that the race of time 
natives became polluted body and soul. They used their will—
freedom to choose—to yield their mind and emotions to their 
body, what the Bible calls “the flesh,” to the extent that their 
sexual appetites were unrestrained. The outcome included a 
monstrous hybrid race that became legendary in many cultures 
throughout history. The temporal dimension was in ruins. 
Here’s how the Bible puts it: 

Now the LORD observed the extent of the people’s 
wickedness, and he saw that all their thoughts were 
consistently and totally evil. So the LORD was sorry he had 
ever made them. It broke his heart. And the LORD said, “I 
will completely wipe out this human race that I have created. 
Yes, and I will destroy all the animals and birds, too. I am 
sorry I ever made them.” But Noah found favor with the 
LORD.4  

                                                           
4 Genesis 6:5-8.  
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One could assume that the rebels have won the war if it 
weren’t for that last sentence, “But Noah found favor with 
LORD.” Apparently, the war isn’t over at all.  

Something has happened in the scenario here in chapter 6 
that should cause us to take notice. It is God’s presence in the 
scene. Do you remember the last time the Creator stepped 
forward on the stage of human history and made a speech? It 
was just before He put under armed guard the gateway to the 
timeless section of the universe, effectively excluding the 
fallen race of time-creatures—disobedient and unsubmitted—
from the eternal dimension. He placed a new limitation on 
them. 

Now, another catastrophe has occurred in the time/space 
world. A substantial part of two races, one from the non-spatial 
world and the other from the temporal dimension demonstrate 
that they are totally out of harmony with the intentions of 
creation. In short, among both created races there are 
significant numbers that have abandoned cooperation with 
God. There are, among the elohim, a substantial portion who 
have remained loyal, but among the time-creatures all have 
abandoned submission, with one exception.  

What follows in the story is God’s singling out of Noah and 
a conversation that the Creator has with him; something about 
building a large boat, which is what the Creator had in mind 
when he announced His impatience with the human race. How 
long do you think it might take to build a boat 450 feet long 
and 45 feet high? My guess is about 120 years. If it had been 
left to me, considerably longer.  

Undoubtedly, you know the story from your days in 
Sunday school. Noah packs up his family along with a literal 
boatload of animals that wandered into town from who knows 
where. When the last ones arrive, there is a clap of thunder and 
it starts to rain and doesn’t stop until the world is awash and all 
of Noah’s neighbors, including the Nephilim, are left to tread 
water.  
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This is the consequence of not being in harmony with 
creation. God destroys the bulk of the human race and starts 
fresh with one family he salvages from among the scum of the 
earth. And what was the quality that made the Noah family fit 
for a 40-day cruise? Submission. They were in harmony with 
the purposes of creation. 

They Didn’t See It Coming 

A worldwide deluge amounts to a colossal spanking of the 
human race, and the monstrous hybrid race that lived among 
them.  

Now what? The insurgency’s plan failed. They apparently 
didn’t expect the annihilation of most of the beings living in 
the time/space world. Rebel army routed, right? And the time-
creatures start over again. But here’s a question that we should 
be asking. What’s to keep the elohim from doing it again?  

Do you get the feeling that there is another shoe that is 
about to drop?  

The last time the Creator made a speech he meted out 
consequences in three directions. He cursed the elohim 
commander, limiting his activity in the time/space dimension. 
Then he pronounced to the time-creatures the penalties to be 
paid by them—they and the race that was to descend from 
them. Finally, he barred any human access into the eternal 
dimension until the time-creatures could be restored to 
harmony with their original design.  

Here, in the days of Noah, a similar thing happens. God 
makes a speech. Consequences for the human race: the flood 
and the destruction of all but one submitted family. But what 
about the rebels? No consequences for the invaders?  

I think there were. Although the penalty isn’t clearly 
spelled out here, the cost of the attack on human DNA was 
staggering for the elohim. It forced a change in rebel strategy 
that persists to this day. Just as there were limitations placed 
on the time-creatures, there was a penalty to be paid by the 
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elohim in both situations, too. And my guess is that the rebels 
didn’t see this one coming, either.  

What that penalty was for the elohim is less clear than for 
the time-creatures, but not less significant. Notice something 
interesting about the activity of eternal beings after the days of 
Noah. After the flood, when there are specific appearances of 
the elohim in time/space they are always on a mission from the 
Creator. They are always doing His bidding and carrying out 
His instructions. In other words, we only see submitted eternal-
ones making the trip into the world of the time-creatures. It 
appears only they still have a “backstage pass” into time and 
space. Rebel angels don’t materialize in time/space any more. 
There are only two apparent exceptions, but I don’t think they 
are really exceptions.  

The first is the situation when Jesus (The Seed) is tempted 
by the Devil. The account appears in the fourth chapter of both 
Matthew and Luke’s gospel and in the first chapter of Mark’s. 
Here is what is written in the New Living Translation: 

~ Then the Devil came to Him… (Matthew 4:1) 

~ He was…being tempted by the Devil. (Luke 4:2) 

~ …the Devil tempted Him for forty days. (Mark 1:13) 

Interestingly, the word for the rebel commander is different 
in each account. Matthew calls him “the tempter,” Mark, “the 
adversary” and finally, Luke calls him “the accuser,” all very 
appropriate descriptions of this fallen angel.  

The question is, in what form did the tempter, the accuser, 
the adversary try to outwit The Seed? Based on the biblical 
accounts, it is said he “came” or he “tempted.” It does not say, 
“he appeared.” The notion that this rebel elohim was present in 
a material form is only suggested in that he “takes” Jesus 
variously to the temple and to a high mountain. The mechanics 
of those excursions—how Jesus came to be in those places—
aren’t clearly stated. If His visit to the highest tower of the 
Jerusalem temple or to a high mountain were literal, then He 
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either had to walk to these places over the period of his forty-
day fast, or He was supernaturally transported there.  

There is another possibility.  
In the biblical book of Hebrews, the writer discusses the 

appearance of The Seed and how he interacts with the time-
space world. There is much that could be said about this, but I 
want to focus only on this statement about Jesus: He was 
tempted just as we are, yet without sin.5 And how are we 
tempted? It’s a battle of the mind. We’ll talk more about that 
battle later, but in this context we want to make the point that 
Jesus’ encounter with the rebel elohim needn’t have been with 
a physical manifestation of him. If The Seed experienced 
temptation as we do, then it is likely that, in His weakened 
state of hunger, His mind and will were targeted by the most 
cunning rebel in history. Imagine how vulnerable a starving 
man would be to delusion, or in this case, imagine how easy it 
might be for a shrewd enemy to manipulate, tempt and deceive 
someone in a state of near starvation.  

That The Seed would be alert enough to recognize the ruse 
is an indication of His essentially spiritual nature. That 
alertness is displayed again later in His time-space visit when a 
friend tries to convince him to abandon His purpose. The 
friend was His follower, Peter, but Jesus instantly perceived 
that the deceiver was, once again, manipulating, not in tangible 
form, but behind the scenes. Imagine Peter’s surprise when 
Jesus reacts to him by saying, “Get away from me, Satan!” 
Jesus didn’t need to be able to see a fallen angel to know that 
his influence was present. 6 

In short, Jesus' encounter with the devil didn’t need to be 
physical to make it Biblical. It is easy for us to imagine the 
encounter with a real “person” but, based on our personal 
experience, we can just as easily imagine the inner conflict that 
we know as temptation. I think that’s exactly how the 
temptation of The Seed played out.  

                                                           
5 Hebrews 4:15 
6 Matthew 16:23; Mark 8:33. 
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The second apparent reference to the physical presence of a 
fallen angel in time dimension is when Paul the Apostle warns, 
“Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.”7 But the apostle 
uses that terminology as a caution against humans who are 
behaving outside of submission as Satan was. In fact, earlier in 
the same chapter, Paul mentions how the serpent deceived Eve 
in the garden…and we know how that turned out for “Snake,” 
the rebel commander. Still, Paul’s reference to that angelic 
ability isn’t proof of that ability operating presently.  

The idea that rebel elohim no longer manifest physically 
isn’t any more conjectural than the idea that they do. The 
accounts of submitted angels taking on physical form are all 
over the biblical narrative; we are even told that we might 
encounter them without knowing it,8 but the evidence that 
fallen angels behave similarly is scarce and not beyond doubt. 
Personally, I am relieved that I don’t have to worry that the 
stranger sitting next to me on the bus is a demon in tangible 
form.  I have enough problems dealing with the fear and 
deception that are the main weapons at the disposal of the 
disembodied rebels. 

The presence of rebel elohim in physical form is 
conspicuous by its absence after the days of Noah. We have to 
wonder if the Creator didn’t put a guard on the passageway 
between the dimensions as he had earlier, only this time on the 
eternal side of the boundary. Furthermore, there is an 
enigmatic comment made by Peter, one of Jesus’ inner circle, 
that may shed some light on the subject. Let’s jump ahead a 
few thousand years and read what Peter wrote.  

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 
unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to 
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; in which also 
He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 

who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept 
waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the 

                                                           
7 2 Corinthians 11:14.  
8 Hebrews 13:2. 
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ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through the water.9  

Peter was encouraging the followers of Jesus Christ to live 
their lives in obedience and submission to the Creator. As he 
does, he makes reference to the incident back in Noah’s day. 
There is a phrase to which I’ve added emphasis. Jesus—aka, 
“The Seed”—made a proclamation to some spirits, some 
disobedient spirits. Some say that those disobedient spirits 
were really humans who had died and needed to hear the 
message of the gospel that Jesus was preaching. There are 
some reasons that doesn’t work, including that the word 
proclamation has the sense of an official announcement or 
decree 10 as opposed to some sort of evangelistic message. So 
what else could Peter be hinting at? Could the spirits he is 
referring to be elohim and the decree a statement of their 
imprisonment, something like house arrest? I think it’s likely. 
Not only does it fit the timing of the conspicuous 
disappearance of disobedient elohim in the time/space 
dimension, but the word translated “prison” has a strong 
connotation of a person being placed under guard. The 
suggestion is that the rebels were to be limited until some 
future time when their case was to be decided once and for all.  

And there are other reasons to draw that conclusion. Early 
in Jesus' ministry, when he encounters some of the rebel 
elohim inhabiting a man, the spirits (the Bible calls them 
demons) yell out, “Why are you bothering us, Son of God? 
You have no right to torture us before God’s appointed time!” 
Interesting. They not only knew who He was, as though they 
had encountered Him before, but they knew their time was 
running out. Later, Jesus, referring to the perils of living 
selfishly, mentions that there is a place prepared for such 

                                                           
9 1 Peter 3:18-20 (NAS). 
10 Elsewhere in the Bible we learn that for those born into time, they 
don’t get another chance in the eternal realm to make it right. One 
shot is all anybody gets. That doesn’t fit with this interpretation of 
what Peter is saying.  
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miscreants (the Bible describes the place as being always on 
fire).11  

Elsewhere, Peter, the disciple, remarks that, “God did not 
spare even the angels when they sinned; he threw them into 
hell, in gloomy caves and darkness until the judgment day.” 12 
The word translated ‘hell’ needs some attention. It might better 
be translated, “he placed them under restraint.” The original 
Greek word is Tartarus and it is a word that is only used in this 
instance in all the New Testament. According to Greek and 
Roman mythology Tartarus is the dark, gloomy place where 
the Titans, a race of powerful “deities,” were chained up—
picture a prison. Finally, in the little New Testament book of 
Jude it says in verse 6,  

And I remind you of the angels who did not stay within the 
limits of authority God gave them but left the place where 
they belonged. God has kept them chained in prisons of 
darkness, waiting for the Day of Judgment. 

So the question is, what kind of prison are the rebels in? 
There are two things that appear to have happened to the rebel 
army. First, as I described above, they were banned from 
directly entering the physical world. They are active in the 
physical world, but not in any material sense. Second, they 
were expelled from the presence of the Creator and from 
among the obedient eternal beings.  

They became a race without a world to live in, trapped 
between eternity and space.  

In essence, the imprisonment amounted to becoming 
disembodied vagrant ghosts. Here is how Jesus (The Seed) 
describes the plight of what he calls “an unclean spirit.” He 
pictures such a creature when unattached to a human as being 
like a person (maybe a defeated soldier) wandering in the 
desert, looking for a well from which to drink.13 In the 

                                                           
11 Matthew 25:41. 
12 2 Peter 2:4. 
13 Matthew 12:43 and Luke 11:24. 
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analogy, we humans are the wells. Perhaps a more graphic 
comparison might be a parasite detached from its host. Later, 
in a place called Gadera, Jesus commands rebel elohim to 
leave a human host.14 Interestingly, the demons beg The Seed 
to let them enter the bodies of some local pigs rather than, as 
Jesus described, wander in the desert. So, on the time/space 
side of things, the elohim are stripped of their amphibious 
qualities. They can no longer visit the time/space dimension in 
physical form.  

On the eternal side of things, the rebel elohim have suffered 
an even more humiliating defeat. The record of it appears in 
the very last book of the Bible, the book of Revelation. In the 
twelfth chapter an account of a fierce battle in the eternal 
dimension is recorded.   

Then there was war in heaven. Michael and the angels under 
his command fought the dragon and his angels. And the 
dragon lost the battle and was forced out of heaven. This great 
dragon—the ancient serpent called the Devil, or Satan, the 
one deceiving the whole world—was thrown down to the 
earth with all his angels. Then I heard a loud voice shouting 
across the heavens, “It has happened at last—the salvation 
and power and kingdom of our God, and the authority of his 
Christ! For the Accuser has been thrown down to earth—the 
one who accused our brothers and sisters before our God day 
and night. And they have defeated him because of the blood 
of the Lamb and because of their testimony. And they were 
not afraid to die. Rejoice, O heavens! And you who live in the 
heavens, rejoice! But terror will come on the earth and the 
sea. For the Devil has come down to you in great anger, and 
he knows that he has little time.”15  

It should be said that there are many suggestions about the 
exact timing of this event. Some scholars suggest that the 
expulsion of the rebels from heaven is a future event, part of 
the timetable of the last days of history. My objection to that 

                                                           
14 Matthew chapter 8. 
15 Revelation 12:7-12. 
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interpretation is that I am not convinced that we can make a 
one-to-one correlation between time in our dimension, and 
“time,” if there is such a thing, in the eternal dimension where 
the events in Revelation 12 occurred. Personally, I think this 
war took place in the days of Noah and that it is a response to 
the declaration brought to the heavenly places when The Seed 
appeared, quite unexpectedly, before the rebel armies.  

The Clash of the Eternal Ones 

It may have happened this way. Roll the tape.  
The scene opens through an enormous portal looking into 

the time/space dimension and down on the earth. A blinding 
flash of lightning splits the angry, dark clouds below followed 
by a jaw-rattling crack of thunder. Somewhere beneath the 
clouds there is the sound of a heavy wooden door closing, then 
the sound of rain. It builds to a deafening roar. The water is 
rising. There is screaming—desperate human voices. 
Countless people are dying. The sound reaches a crescendo 
and then diminishes until only the rain can be heard.  

The great cleansing has begun.  
The camera pulls back into the eternals and the angle 

widens to take in the whole portal. Through it can be seen the 
arc of the time/space earth, cloaked in steel-grey clouds. 
Suddenly, there is a sound like the flapping of a million 
frightened bats. The rebel elohim  pour through the portal back 
into their native dimension. As they do, the camera angle 
widens still more until the whole retreating army is in view, 
framed against the open window into time/space.  

The camera pans 180 degrees to reveal what lies behind. A 
vast army of the elohim who remain loyal to the Creator is 
massed and ready to engage the retreating rebels who are 
hemmed between them and the door.  

Suddenly a figure appears at the portal. He glows with 
brilliant light and carries a sword that pulses with some kind of 
luminous energy. He has one foot in the heavenly dimension 
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and one foot in time/space and seems equally prepared to be in 
either.  

It is the last person the rebels expect to encounter here. 
From their limited understanding of time, The Seed wasn’t 
supposed to even exist until some human woman gave birth to 
Him, yet here He is. They had underestimated the power of the 
Creator again, not knowing that He had made a place for 
Himself in the time/space world at the moment He had created 
it. He had created the earth from the inside out.  

The voice of The Seed roars across the eternal sky. “Hear 
this, disobedient spirits! You are banished! The door into the 
world of the time-creatures is closed to you…” Two fearsome 
angels—cherubim—come forward to guard the gateway.  

The rebel commander, arrogant even in defeat, steps 
brazenly forward and addresses The Seed. “I have a right to 
the time-creatures. I won them. You gave the time/space 
dimension to them and they gave it to me. You can’t keep me 
out of what is mine!” 

The Seed responds: “You still have access. I only bar you 
from space; I am not keeping you out of time. Time is your 
prison. That will be the battlefield on which you will be 
defeated by the very ones you thought you could control. Mark 
my words. The time-creatures will choose to be mine again. 
Your claim on them shall be nullified when they have 
submitted to Me. They will be restored and you will be 
destroyed. Furthermore, your presence among the holy angels 
is forbidden.”  

One of the elohim known as Michael steps forward from 
among the loyalists. The Snake steps forward to meet him. The 
clash of the eternal ones begins.  

At battle’s end the rebel elohim have been defeated, driven 
back from the eternal dimension into a murky region not fully 
heaven and not fully earth. From it they will be able interact 
with the beings in the time/space but not enter their dimension. 
The rebel elohim now roam in what amounts to a second 
heaven outside of space, forcing a change in strategy.  
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Cage Match 

From the earthbound perspective these elohim have been 
condemned to inhabit an invisible world, a world of spirit. It is 
foreign to them and to the time-creatures.  

The time-creatures are a part of it because they have a 
spiritual side to their nature, yet this second heaven, if we can 
call it that, is foreign to them because it exists outside of all 
that they can touch, feel and smell. They have an instinctive 
knowledge that something lays beyond their senses; a vestige 
of the part of them that was designed to be connected to the 
eternal, the part of human nature that went dormant when the 
first time-creatures rejected the Creator’s design. But without 
an energized spirit life, they can only connect to that spiritual 
world at the level of mind, emotions and what might be called 
instinct or spiritual intuition.  

The second heaven is also foreign to the defeated elohim 
because it is outside of eternity, their native dimension, just as 
it is outside of space, the realm of the humans. Created for the 
eternal dimension, the fallen ones suddenly find themselves 
confined by time—the ticking clock marks their dwindling 
freedom. It is as though the rebel elohim suddenly find that 
they are wearing a stopwatch around their neck. Until now it 
has not been possible to say of an angel that time is running 
out. 

In this new configuration, the nature of the combat between 
angelic and human beings becomes clearly defined. In Roman 
times, gladiators would fight to the death in horrific spectacles 
where the combatants would face each other in a locked arena. 
Before thousands of onlookers the fighters would duel to the 
death.  The closest parallel we have might be an event known 
as the cage-match in “Pro Wrestling," or The Hunger Games, 
in Suzanne Collins' novel of the same name. In the first, the 
"wrestlers" are locked in a chain-link cage so that neither 
contestant can leave the ring, either by choice or by being 
hurled out by his opponent. The idea is that the contestants 
beat one another senseless until only one is left standing. In 



Dan & Jody Mayhew 

58 

Collins' grim, post apocalyptic tale, there is a hi-tech cage 
match in which 24 randomly selected teens are confined in an 
arena where they do battle until only one remains alive.  

You may have already figured out that the caged elohim are 
what the Bible calls “demons.” Genesis marks the downward 
spiral of a fraction of the race of eternal-ones who, because of 
rebellion become destined to eternal destruction. Consider that 
thought for a moment. I didn’t say simply “destruction” as 
though these beings were going to be dismantled molecule by 
molecule and blasted into nothingness, but eternal destruction, 
that is a never-ending process. The concept is hard to wrap our 
minds around, but the fact is, when a being is created eternal—
outside of time—then it is going to live forever. That is true of 
time-creatures, too. They were created to be native to 
time/space but they were destined to have access to eternity. 
So the issue isn’t if the created races are going to exist forever, 
the issue is where they will exist; in what relation to the rest of 
creation.  

So, picture the defeated elohim army locked in a “time-
cage” with the humans. Here two races will fight to the death. 
One race is doomed to face the consequences of its decision, 
made in eternity, to live as rebels. The other, having been born 
in time and space has the option of again yielding its will to 
the Creator, who is the source of unlimited power, and 
regaining its destiny.  

So, what is the destiny to which the time-creatures are to 
return? The ancient writings aren’t specific about what lay 
ahead for creation if it had remained fully synchronized with 
the original specifications of the Creator. Apparently we’re on 
a “need to know” basis about that and we don’t need to know 
yet. But this much we know, eventually the Creator intends to 
bring everything back to the point where that destiny will be 
open to us. The guards at the door into eternity will be ordered 
to stand down and humans, those who have learned how to be 
fully submitted, will be free to walk in the eternal dimension, 
at last living in the fullness of their capability. Furthermore, we 
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will be introduced to that other race of created beings, the ones 
who have remained submitted from the beginning to the 
Creator and his creation. The ancient writings contain many 
descriptions of encounters between them and the time-
creatures, but those meetings are anything but routine. One day 
they will be. In the meantime, creation on both sides of the 
boundary is waiting. The Apostle Paul describes it: 

For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know 
that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of 

childbirth together until now. And not only this, but also we 

ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we 

ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our 

adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. For in hope we 
have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who 
hopes for what he already sees? But if we hope for what we 
do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.16  

What will it be like when, someday, we time-creatures 
meet, “hand to hand” as it were, that part of creation we call 
angels, both created races coexisting? The New Testament 
describes it this way: “you have come to Mount Zion, to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
thousands of angels in joyful assembly.” 17  

All of this has something to do with The Seed. To the 
dismay of the rebels He wasn’t a creature of time and space; in 
fact He wasn’t something created at all, rather He was the 
presence of the Creator himself, as much of Him as could be 
contained in the limitations of whatever dimension He was in. 
Yet, the Creator’s words in the third chapter of Genesis still 
stand: The Seed—the seed of woman—is going to be born into 
time/space as though He were nothing more than a time-
creature. During the days of Noah, that part of the story had 

                                                           
16 Romans 8:20-25 (NLT). Italics mine. 
17 Hebrews 12:22. 
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yet to be told, but the whole narrative of what we call the Bible 
is the telling of it; the story of The Seed and how he makes it 
possible for the time-creatures to recover their destiny, and 
what it means for them to submit to the Creator and attain the 
potential that He originally designed for them.  

Change of Strategy 

After the days of Noah, the strategy of the rebels changed 
again out of necessity. With each new raid on the time-
creatures they learned something new about their own 
limitations and about the weapons that remained available to 
them. Unfortunately for them, they passed the point of no 
return the instant they chose disobedience instead of 
submission. After the clash in Noah’s time, their best hope 
became to take as many time creatures down with them as they 
could before the end.  

To summarize, the first enemy assault was on the “spirit 
interface” of the time-creatures. The results of that attack were 
substantial, but not irreversible. The second attack was on the 
human genetic code, an attempt to bring corruption into the 
human line. The impact was horrific; it required the 
destruction of virtually the entire race of time-creatures. But 
again, the Creator countered the enemy thrust. Now, the only 
vulnerability left in the race of time-creatures is what is called 
the soul—mind and emotions and will.  

The human soul is detached from the Creator. To 
compensate, the time-creatures have come to rely on their 
senses—their body—being scarcely aware that while they are 
busy with the tangible world the spiritual part of their nature is 
vulnerable to attack. Let’s skip ahead a few chapters in 
Genesis and see what we can learn about the nature of this new 
warfare. As we do, one thing will become clear. The time-
creatures will have to wake up and discover what weapons are 
available to them for self-defense and for counter attack.  

This is the cage-match of Genesis 6. As it plays out, the key 
to the victory will be learning submission.  


