
Sonship 
Overcoming:  Spiritual Warfare Basics 
 
 

1.  All of your thoughts are not your own.  We must learn to 
recognize the author of our thoughts….God—Self—or the evil 
one. 
 
John 8:28 
…and I do nothing on my own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father 
taught Me, 
 
Ephesians 6:16 
…taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the 
flaming missiles of the evil one. 
 
I Corinthians 8:2 
If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought 
to know; 
 
Proverbs 21:2 
Every man's way is right in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the hearts. 
 
Proverbs 23:7 
…for as he thinks within himself, so he is. 
 
 
 

2.  Fear and Anxiety=enemy resistance 
 
II Timothy 1:7 
For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 
discipline. 
 
I John 4:18 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 
 
Designed to hinder forward movement in the kingdom—and disrupt obedience to 
God. 
 
If they guard your heart—dismiss their services. 
 



You will encounter these as sentries guarding the border between the kingdom 
and God and the kingdom of darkness. 
 
 
 

3.  He is our Fortress—Our High Tower 
 
Colossians 3:3 
For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
 
 
 
 

4.  We fight from the position of victory. 
 
I Corinthians 15:50-58 
Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  Behold, I tell you a mystery; 
we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  For this perishable must put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  But when this 
perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on 
immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed 
up in victory.  O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"  
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
II Corinthians 2:14 
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in Christ, and 
manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 
 
 
 

5.  Battle is waged wherever there is legal ground to do so. 
 
Genesis 4:6-7 
Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry?  And why has your 
countenance fallen?  If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up?  And 
if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but 
you must master it." 



 
Zechariah 3:1-7 
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the 
Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.  And the Lord said to 
Satan, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan!  Indeed, the Lord who has chosen 
Jerusalem rebuke you!  Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?"  Now Joshua 
was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel.  And he spoke 
and said to those who were standing before him saying, "Remove the filthy 
garments from him."  Again he said to him, "See, I have taken your iniquity away 
from you and will clothe you with festal robes."  Then I said, "Let them put a 
clean turban on his head."  So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed 
him with garments, while the angel of the Lord was standing by.  And the angel 
of the Lord admonished Joshua saying, "Thus says the Lord of hosts, 'If you will 
walk in MY ways, and if you will perform My service, then you will also govern 
My house and also have charge of My courts, and I will grant you free access 
among these who are standing here. 
 
 
Revelation 12:10 
Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, 
who accuses them before our God day and night. 
 
 
 

6.  We can only triumph with His power and authority—not 
our own. 
 
Luke 24:49 
And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are 
to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high. 
 
 
Acts 1:8 
…but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 
to the remotest part of the earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7.  This war is invisible.  Our warfare is not against flesh and 
blood. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 
 
 
 
 

8.  Consider—before engaging.  A strategy( forming and 
carrying out a military operation) is called for. 
 
Luke 14:28-32 
For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when 
he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to 
ridicule him, saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.'  Or 
what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down 
and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to 
encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  Or else, while the 
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace.  
 
 
 

9.  To mobilize—we must be in a state of readiness—ready for 
active service. 
 
James 1:22-25 
But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude 
themselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a 
man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself 
and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  But 
one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not 
having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed 
in what he does. 
 
 
 
 
 



10.  There is no neutral position in the spiritual realm. 
 
Luke 11:23 
He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me, 
scatters. 
 
 
 
 

11.  We can ask for help. 
Psalm 17:6-7 
I have called upon Thee, for Thou wilt answer me, O God; incline Thine ear to 
me, hear my speech.  Wondrously show Thy lovingkindness, O Savior of those 
who take refuge at Thy right hand from those who rise up against them. 
James 1:5-6 
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men 
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in 
faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind. 
 
Hebrews 1:13-14 
But to which of the angels has He ever said, "Sit at My right hand, until I make 
Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet"?  Are they not all ministering spirits, sent 
out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation? 
 


