
Sonship 
Overcoming:  The Nature and Definition of Sin 
 
The History of Sin (read as though this describes Adam and Eve) 
Romans 1:18-32 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because 
that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident 
to them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through 
what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  For even though they 
knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became 
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing to 
be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for 
an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals 
and crawling creatures.  Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them.  For they 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.  For this reason God gave 
them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural 
function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men 
abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward 
one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own 
persons the due penalty of their error.  And just as they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do 
those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, 
wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are 
gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, 
unmerciful; and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who 
practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also 
give hearty approval to those who practice them. 
 
Tozer: 
"Sin is the voluntary commission of an act known to be contrary to the will of 
God" 
 
Kathleen Norris: 
"To comprehend that something is wrong and choose to do it anyway." 
 

o It is the condition of the corrupted heart that is inclined toward evil. 
o My will—exercised apart from submission to the Lord—His will and Word 
o Sin is anything that mars the image of God 



o A standard we fail to reach or a line we deliberately cross 
o The Old Testament commandments—all about defining sin. 
o Sin altered the original plan and purposes of God. 
o Sin is a separation from God, the Tree of Life, and from His glory. 
o Starts within—progresses outward  
o The result of selfish desire inherited from Adam 
o Unsubmitted flesh provokes to sin (James 1:14-15) 

 
 
 

Two Concepts: 
 
Transgression: to step across; go beyond a set boundary or limit 
 
To miss the mark 
 
 

Definition: 
Hattat (Hebrew)=missing of a standard, mark or goal 
Pesa (Hebrew)= the breach of a relationship or rebellion 
Awon (Hebrew)=perverseness; 
Segagah(Hebrew)=error or mistake 
Resa (Hebrew)=godlessness, injustice and wickedness 
Amal (Hebrew)= when it refers to sin=mischief and oppression 
Hamartia (Greek) a word often personified in NT—means offenses against laws, 
people and God. 
Paraptoma(Greek)=offenses or lapses 
Adikia (Greek)=a more narrow and legal word—describing unrighteousness and 
unjust deeds 
Parabasis (Greek)=trespass or transgression of law 
Anomia (Greek)=lawlessness 
 
Transgression of divine law; an action that is regarded as transgression—
especially—"I will." 
 
An immoral act considered to be a transgression against divine law; an offense 
against religious or moral law.  Disobedience or rebellion against God—as well as 
independence from Him (independent action=disobedience) 
 
Sin entered the world when the serpent tempted Adam and Eve and they 
disobeyed God.  The deception invited them to be 'like God'—thus—all sin is 
rooted in idolatry (the attempt to place something or someone in the place of the 
Creator). 
 



It is a violation of the revealed will of God. 
There are sins of omission and commission. 
 
 
Deuteronomy 9:7 
Remember, do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the 
wilderness; from the day that you left the land of Egypt until you arrived at this 
place, you have been rebellious against the Lord. 
 
Joshua 1:18 
Anyone who rebels against your command and does not obey your words. in all 
that you command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and courageous. 
 
I Samuel 15:22-23 
And Samuel said, "Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to heed than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and 
insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry…. 
 
Isaiah 59:1-4 
Behold, the Lord's hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so 
dull that it cannot hear.  But your iniquities have made a separation between you 
and your God.  And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not 
hear. For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your 
lips have spoken falsehood, your tongue mutters wickedness.  No one sues 
righteously and no one pleads honestly.  They trust in confusion, and speak lies; 
they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity. 
 
Isaiah 64:6 
For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds 
are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away. 
 
Psalm 51:1-12 
Be gracious to me, O God, according to Thy lovingkindness; according to the 
greatness of Thy compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me.  Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, and done 
what is evil in Thy sight, so that Thou art justified when Thou dost speak, and 
blameless when Thou dost judge.  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in 
sin my mother conceived me.  Behold, Thou dost desire truth in the innermost 
being, and in the hidden part Thou wilt make me know wisdom.  Purify me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  Make 
me to hear joy and gladness, let the bones which Thou hast broken rejoice.  



Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from 
Thy presence, and do not take Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy 
of Thy salvation, and sustain me with a willing spirit. 
 
I John 3:4 
Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 
 
Roman 7:12-20 
So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.  
Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me?  May it never 
be!  Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my 
death through that which is good, that through the commandment sin might 
become utterly sinful.  For we know that the Law is spiritual; but I am of flesh, 
sold into bondage to sin.  For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I 
am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.  
But if I do the very thing I do not wish to do, I agree with the Law, confessing 
that it is good.  So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which indwells 
me.  For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the 
wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  For the good that I 
wish, I do not do; but I practice the evil that I do not wish.  But if I am doing the 
very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in 
me. 
 
I John 5:17 
All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death. 
 
Matthew 5:21-22 
You have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not commit murder' and 
'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'  But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and 
whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; 
and whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hel. 
 
Matthew 15:17-20 
Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the 
stomach, and is eliminated?  But the things that proceed out of the mouth come 
from the heart, and those defile the man.  For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.  These 
are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
defile the man. 
 
 
 



Romans 3:10-18 
…as it is written, 'There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who 
understands, there is none who seeks for God; all have turned aside, together 
they have become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one.  
Their throat is an open grace, with their tongues they keep deceiving, the poison 
of asps is under their lips, whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; their 
feet are swift to shed blood, destruction and misery are in their paths, and the 
path of peace have they not known.  There is no fear of God before their eyes.' 
 
Romans 3:23 
…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 
Romans 5:12-21 
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—for until the 
Law sin was in the world; but sin is not imputed when there is no law.  
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had 
not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was 
to come.  But the free gift is not like the transgression.  For if by the 
transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and 
the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.  And the 
gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand 
the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on 
the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in 
justification.  For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the 
one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.  So then as through 
one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one 
act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through 
the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the 
obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.  And the Law came in 
that the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more, that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through 
righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Romans 5:6-8 
For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For 
one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man 
someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward 
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 



 
I Corinthians 15:22 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. 
 
Galatians 2:17-21 
But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found 
sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin?  May it never be!  For if I rebuild what I 
have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor.  For through the Law I 
died to the Law, that I might live to God.  I have been crucified with Christ; and 
it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself 
up for me.  I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through 
the Law, then Christ died needlessly. 
 
 
I Timothy 1:15-16 
It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  And yet for 
this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would 
believe in Him for eternal life. 
 
James 4:17 
Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it 
is sin. 
 
I John 1:7-10 
…but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say 
that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a 
liar, and His word is not in us. 
 
 

Cure 
 
Old Testament example 
II Chronicles 6:24-42, 7:22 
Return to God 
Confess Thy Name 
Pray 
Make Supplication 
 



 
New Testament Provision: 
Godly sorrow:  II Corinthians 7:9-11 
Repentance: II Timothy 2:25, Acts 19:4, Luke 24:47, Luke 3:8 
Payment for sin: Matthew 26:28, Roman 5:15-21 
New Life: Galatians 5:17-25, Romans 6:4, Romans 7:6 
Exercise Faith in God's forgiveness: Romans 8:2 
 
Man is alienated from God the Father until he is grafted through forgiveness and 
new birth—into Sonship—through the indwelling Life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
(Hebrews 2:10-15, Ephesians 2:3-5, John 3:6). God is Creator to all—but  
becomes Father through our new birth. 
 
Keeping Old Testament commands---was about defining sin—designed to keep 
human nature in check. 
 
New Testament commands—to conform us to Christ—through the transforming 
work of the Holy Spirit. 
 


