
Sonship Study 
Overcoming:  Creating a Culture of Faith 
 

Conceive—Believe—Receive 
 
Start with the "end" in mind------- 
Matthew 18:1-8—When He returns—will He find "faith" on the earth 
(Remember Who will return—Rev 19:11-13—and His name is called The Word of 
God) 
 
Working Definition of FAITH:  Pregnancy and fruition of the Word 
implanted in our heart. 
 
With that definition—we can learn about faith in two contexts: 
 
Field—Soils 
Matthew 13—Four Kinds of Soil 

o Hard (hears—does not understand—I Cor 2—evil one takes away what is 
sown 

o Rocky(hears—receives with joy—no firm root—temporary, when affliction 
or persecution arises—falls away) 

o Thorny(hears—worries of the world,deceitfulness of riches, pleasures of 
this life—choke the word—becomes unfruitful—brings no fruit to maturity) 

o Good soil (hears the word—understands it—honest and good heart—holds 
fast—bears fruit with perseverance) 

 
 
Romans 10:17 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ 
 
 
 
Other context: 

Bridal Relationship 
 
Definition of intimacy:  Innermost, marked by very close association, contact, 
or familiarity. 
 

So often we interact with the Word as a spiritual discipline (instead of an 
intimate relationship) 
 
John 1:1-5,14 



I John 1:1-3                                                                                    
Rev 19:13 
Is this a relationship or a responsibility? (The Word is a Person) 
(300 names—how well do you know Him?) 
 
Is this discipline or devotion? 
 
What must be disciplined is our flesh----to make room for a spiritual 
relationship 

 
 We need a greater appreciation of what true fellowship is— 
 I Jn 1:1-3 
 Acts 2:42 
 
Faith grows through—waiting—nourishing--exercising 
 
Time of Abiding (remaining 'in and with') 
 
 A relationship falls short of intimacy when it is only one-sided  
 
 From self-oriented to other-oriented  
 
 We can give all of our focus to who we are in Christ and omit who He is in  
 us. 
 
 

Capacity to Desire 
James 1:14 
 

Intimacy Precedes Fruitfulness 
 
Conceiving  
Matt 1:20 
James 1:21-25 
 

o It required a 'virgin' womb to conceive the Word 
o God desires a PURE HEART—to indwell today—pure—undivided 
o In the natural—greatest time of communion/intimacy is at the point of 

conception—but this is not yet the birth 
o Sometimes our conceiving is an 'unwanted' pregnancy 
o Be it done unto me according to your word 
o We often try to be 'pregnant' with a word that God has conceived in the 

life of another—instead of what God wants to make alive in us.  What 
others share with us is their 'fruit'—it can become our 'seed'. 



o Without conceiving the Word in our own hearts—we are just the echo of 
another. 

o Heb 4:2—For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they 
also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not 
united by faith in those who heard. 

 
Believing 
Luke 1:45 
Faith:  the pregnancy of the Word in our hearts 

o During pregnancy—God is giving life and growth to what was conceived. 
o Time of waiting, stretching, transformation (yet—you can't get your hands 

on it) 
o God's hand is at work within us—our responsibility is to continue to 

nourish and carry 'it' to term 
 

 
Receiving 
Luke 2:6 

o Comes after a period of labor—travail 
o Requires tearing of the flesh 
o Happens at exactly the moment God designs—when it has taken on 

enough life/size to be entrusted to us for our stewardship 
 

Examples of Conceive—Believe—Receive 
 
John 6:68-69 (I Jn 4:16-19) 
Rom 10:16-17 
Rom 4:16-21 
John 17:8 
 
What hinders “conceiving” 
John 8:31-47 
(My Word finds no place in you----makes no progress-----Father of lies got to 
heart first) 
 

Committing Adultery 
 
 John 8:1-11 
 We sexualize adultery instead of spiritualizing it (idolatry).  The Lord  
 wants to deal with any other rival in our lives. 
 
 
 
 



 Rival Lovers: 
 II Tim 3:1-5—Lovers of self, lovers of money, lovers of pleasure rather  
                     than lovers of God  
 
 

The Work of Faith 
 
I Thessalonians 1:2-5 
We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our 
prayers; constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and 
Father, knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; for our gospel did 
not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
full conviction, just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you 
for your sake. 
 
II Thessalonians 1:11 
To this end also we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of 
your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with 
power; 
 
James 2:17-26 
Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  But someone may well 
say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works."  You believe that God is one.  You do 
well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  But are you willing to recognize, 
you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  You 
see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 
perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed 
God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend 
of God.  You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.  And in 
the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she 
received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  For just as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 
 
I John 5:4-5 
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith.  And who is the one who overcomes the world, 
but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
Ephesians 6:16 
…in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to 
extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one. 



John 6:28-29 
They said therefore to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of 
God?"  Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you 
believe in Him whom He has sent." 
 
 
"Faith isn’t believing without proof, it is trusting without reservation." 
   William Sloane Coffin 
 
"You can only apprehend the infinite by a faculty that is superior to reason." 
   Plotinus 
 
"By all means rid yourself of an impoverished faith." 
   George McDonald 
 
"For those with faith, no explanation is necessary, for those without, no 
explanation is possible." 
   Thomas Aquinas 
 
"Faith is different from proof.  The latter is human, the former is a gift from 
God." 
   Blaise Pascal 
 
"Faith is the refusal to panic." 
   Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones 
 
I Timothy 1:19 
…keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered 
shipwreck in regard to their faith. 
 
I Timothy 4:1-2 
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the 
hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron…. 
 
I Timothy 6:10 
For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang… 
 
II Timothy 2:16-18 
But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, and 
their talk will spread like gangrene.  Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 
men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has 
already taken place, and thus they upset the faith of some. 



Hebrews 10:38-39 
But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no 
pleasure in him.  But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of 
those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. 
 
II Corinthians 13:5 
Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!  Or do you not 
recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you 
fail the test. 
 
 

Lacking Faith 
 
Matthew 6:30 
But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the furnace, will He not much more do so for you, O men of little 
faith? 
 
Matthew 8:26 
And He said to them, "Why are you timid, you men of little faith?" 
 
Matthew 13:15 
For the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely 
hear, and they have closed their eyes lest they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I should 
heal them. 
 
 
Matthew 14:30-31 
But seeing the wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
saying, "Lord, save me!"  And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took 
hold of him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" 
 
Matthew 16:8 
But Jesus, aware of this, said, "You men of little faith, why do you discuss among 
yourselves that you have no bread?" 
 
Matthew 17:19-20 
Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it 
out?"  And He said to them, "Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I 
say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, 
'Move from here to there,' and it shall move; and nothing shall be impossible to 
you. 
 



Luke 12:28 
But if God so arrays the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the furnace, how much more will He clothe you, O men of little faith! 
 
 

How Can We Develop a Culture of Faith? 
 
Hope 
 
 
Expectation 
 
 


