
Sonship 
Overcoming: Weapons of our Enemy 
 
II Corinthians 2:11 
…in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not 
ignorant of his schemes. 
 
Recognize the Works of the devil: 

o They interrupt (Neh 2:19-20, 4:1-8) 
o They interfere (Neh 4:9-23) 
o They counterfeit (Matt 13:24-30) 
o Function in darkness/night (John 8:12, John 9:4-5) 
o In rebellion (Rev 12:7-10, Is 14:12-16, Ezek 28:12-19) 
o In the flesh 
o Contrary to Creation design (Matt 13:31-32) 
o In secret (Matt 13:33) 
o Counterfeit (Pr 12:17, Pr 19:5, Pr 20:23, Lam 2:14, Matt 24:24, II Cor 

11:13, Phil 3:2, Rev 20:10) 
o Heresy (it adds something to scripture—apostasy takes something away) 
 

Recognizing Works of God 
o They are good ( Gen 1-2) 
o They bear witness of the Son (John 5:36) 
o These are works that God does—or work He requires 
 

What is the nature of our enemy? 
What are his strategies? 
 Begins with a thought/fiery dart (Ephesians 6:16) 
 
 Gets us to meditate on his idea—anxiety/worry (Philippians 4:6-9) 
 
 Ideas—when they become familiar—are owned as our own 
 
 When we act on what we 'hear'—we keep it (James 1:22-25) 
 
 Out of abundance of our heart—mouth speaks  
    
He is the enemy of our God and King 

Isaiah 14:12-15 
How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn!  
You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations!  
But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne 
above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the 



recesses of the north.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will 
make myself like the Most High.'  Nevertheless you will be thrust down to 
Sheol, to the recesses of the pit.           
 

Operates in darkness 
Acts 26:18 
…to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the 
dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 
an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me. 
 
He is a liar and the father of lies 
John 8:44 
"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  
He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies. 
 
 
Accuser of the brethren 
Revelation 12:10 
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, 
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the 
accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them before our 
God day and night. 
 
Zechariah 3:1 (3:1-7) 
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the 
Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him…. 
 

 
Questioning: 
Genesis 3 
A question engages in a way that a statement does not. 
A question mark looks like the hook that it is—secure conversation. 
A question puts God and a person to the test. 
A question can become a trap and a snare 

 
 
Seeks glory—worship—motivated by pride 
Isaiah 14:12-15 (see above) 
Ezekiel 28:12-19 
 
 
 



Matthew 4: 8-9 
Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these things 
will I give You, if You fall down and worship me." 
 
Has contempt for the creation 
Revelation 12:12-13 
For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them.  Woe to the 
earth and the sea because the devil has come down to you, having great 
wrath, knowing that he has only a short time. 
 
Seduction/Deception/Temptation 
Genesis 3:1 (3:1-7) 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord 
God had made.  And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall 
not eat from any tree of the garden'?" 
 
Matthew 4:1 (4:1-11) 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 

 
Genesis 3:5 
For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil… 
 
II Corinthians 11:3 
But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds 
should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 
 
I Timothy 4:1 
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the 
hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men 
who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created 
to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 
 
II Corinthians 4:3-4 
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they 
might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. 
 
 
 



Disguise  ( Gen 3:1) 
II Corinthians 11:14 
And no wonder, for even satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
 
 
Depression--Discouragement 
II Corinthians 7:5-6 
For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were 
afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within.  But God, who comforts 
the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 
 
Nehemiah 6:5-9 
Then Sanballat sent his servant to me in the same manner a fifth time with an 
open letter in his hand.  In it was written, "It is reported among the nations, and 
Gashmu says, that you and the Jews are planning to rebel; therefore you are 
rebuilding the wall.  And you are to be their king, according to these reports.  
And you have also appointed prophets to proclaim in Jerusalem concerning you, 
'A king is in Judah!'  And now it will be reported to the king according to these 
reports.  So come now, let us take counsel together."  Then I sent a message to 
him saying, "Such things as you are saying have not been done, but you are 
inventing them in your own mind."  For all of them were trying to frighten us, 
thinking, "They will become discouraged with the work and it will not be done."  
But now, O God, strengthen my hands. 
 
Compromise 
Matthew 13—The Kingdom of God is like…..descriptions include mixture 
Worry/ Anxiety/ Fear/ Dread 
Hebrews 2:14-15 
Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook 
of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of 
death were subject to slavery all their lives. 
 
 Division 
I Corinthians 3:3-9 
…for you are still fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are 
you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?  For when one says, "I 
am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are you not mere men?  What then 
is Apollos? And what is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, even as the 
Lord gave opportunity to each one.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God was 
causing the growth.  So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters 
is anything, but God who causes the growth.  Now he who plants and he who 
waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.  
For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 



 
I Corinthians 3:21-23 
So then let no one boast in men.  For all things belong to you, whether Paul or 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to 
come; all things belong to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to 
God. 
 
Matthew 12:25-26 
And knowing their thoughts He said to them, "Any kingdom divided against itself 
is laid waste; and any city or house divided against itself shall not stand.  And if 
Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then shall his kingdom 
stand? 
 
Mark 3:23-27 
And He called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, "How 
can Satan cast out Satan?  And if a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand.  And if a house is divided against itself, that house will 
not be able to stand.  And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 
cannot stand, be he is finished!  But no one can enter the strong man's house 
and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will 
plunder his house. 
 
Luke 12:51-53 
Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth?  I tell you, no, but rather 
division; for from now on five members in one household will be divided, three 
against two, and two against three.  They will be divided, father against son, and 
son against father; mother against daughter, and daughter against mother; 
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law. 
 
I Corinthians 1:10 
Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 
 
I Corinthians 11:18-19 
For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions 
exist among you; and in part, I believe it.  For there must also be factions among 
you, in order that those who are approved may have become evident among 
you. 
 
Jude 1:18-19 
…In the last time there shall be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.  
These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit. 



 
I Corinthians 12:13-21 
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  For the 
body is not one member, but many.  If the foot should say, "Because I am not a 
hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of 
the body.  And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part 
of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole were 
hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  But now God has placed the 
members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  And if they were 
all one member, where would the body be?  But now there are many members, 
but one body.  And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or 
again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 
 
 
Distraction 
Nehemiah 4:9-15 
But we prayed to our God, and because of them we set up a guard against them 
day and night.  Thus in Judah it was said, "The strength of the burden bearers is 
failing, yet there is much rubbish; and we ourselves are unable to rebuild the 
wall."  And our enemies said, "They will not know or see until we come among 
them, kill them, and put a stop to the work."  And it came about when the Jews 
who lived near them came and told us ten times, "They will come up against us 
from every place where you may turn," then I stationed men in the lowest parts 
of the space behind the wall, the exposed places, and I stationed the people in 
families with their swords, spears, and bows.  When I saw their fear, I rose and 
spoke to the nobles, the officials, and the rest of the people: "Do no be afraid of 
them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome, and fight for your 
brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses."  And it 
happened when our enemies heard that it was known to us, and that God had 
frustrated their plan, then all of us returned to the wall, each one to his work. 
 
Nehemiah 6:1-4 
Now it came about when it was reported to Sanballat, Tobiah, to Geshem the 
Arab, and to the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall, and that no 
breach remained in it, although at that time I had not set up the doors in the 
gates, that Sanballat and Geshem sent a message to me, saying, "Come, let us 
meet together at Chephirim in the plain of Ono."  But they were planning to 
harm me.  So I sent messengers to them, saying, "I am doing a great work and I 
cannot come down.  Why should the work stop while I leave it and come down 
to you?"  And they sent messages to four times in this manner, and I answered 
them in the same way. 
 



Distortion 
Nehemiah 2:19 
But when Sanballat the Horonite, and TObiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem 
the Arab heard it, they mocked us and despised us and said, "What is this thing 
you are doing? Are you rebelling against the King?" 
 
Infiltration 
Acts 20:28-31 
"Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased 
with His own blood.  I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.  
Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three 
years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears…" 
 

Fighting a good fight in the 'thought' realm 
o Bring thoughts into the light 
o Guard the door of your heart—watch over your heart with all diligence 
o Be aware of traps 
o Discernment 
 I Thessalonians 5:21 
o Gain maturity 
o Bear fruit of His Spirit 
 
 

Guard 
 
The Mind:  
 
Romans 8:6-8 
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life 
and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it 
does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
 
Philippians 4:7-8 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, brethren, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything 
worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things. 
 



 
 
The Mouth 
Matthew 15:18-19 
But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those 
defile the man.  For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. 
 
 
The Heart 
Proverbs 23:7 
…for as he thinks within himself, so he is. 
 
Proverbs 4:23 
Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life. 
 
 

Who are his allies? 
Revelation 12:7-9 
And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the 
dragon.  And the dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not strong 
enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.  And the 
great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and 
his angels were thrown down with him. 
 
Matthew 25:41 
Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, 
into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 
 

Old Testament enemies—type 
Deuteronomy 1:42-44 
Deuteronomy 2:24-25 
Deuteronomy 7:17-23 
Deuteronomy 11:22-24 
Genesis 14—war of the kings 
Numbers 13:29-30 
Joshua 9:1-2 
 


