
Sonship Study 
Overcoming:  Destroying the Works of the Devil 
 

God's Plan of Recovery 
 
"Jesus is that other world appearing in our world, urging us to live by the laws of 
the kingdom, which extend to both worlds."  W.S. McBirnie 
 
Whatever law prevails—determines the outcome. 
 
Whatever we obey—work for—belong to—serve=our god (money, people, 
pleasure, philosophy….) 
 
I John 3:1-8 
See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
children of God; and such we are.  For this reason the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has 
not appeared as yet what we shall be.  We know that, when He appears, we 
shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.  And everyone who has 
this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.  Everyone who 
practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.  And you know 
that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.  No one 
who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  Little 
children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is 
righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for 
the devil has sinned from the beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this 
purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
 
Making us children: defeats design of evil one to keep us captives/in cruel 
bondage 
 
 
Identification with God instead of the world 
 
 
Transformation 
 
 
Hope 
 
 
Purity—Identification with Him 
 



Destroy his works: 
Definition of destroy: (3089) to loose—as opp. To bind (1210) 
 
II Cor 10:3-5 
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing 
raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought 
captive to the obedience of Christ… 
 
Matthew 16:17-19 
And Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because 
flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  And I 
also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and 
the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.  I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; and whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
 
 Bind—Loose 
 Isaiah 22:22 
 Then I will set the key of the house of David on his shoulder, when he 
 opens no one will shut, when he shuts no one will open. 
 
 Matthew 18:15-20 
 And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private; if he listens to 
 you, you have won your brother.  But if he does not listen to you, take 
 one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses 
 every fact may be confirmed.  And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
 the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to 
 you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.  Truly I say to you, whatever you 
 shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on 
 earth shall be loosed in heaven.  Again I say to you, that if two of you 
 agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for 
 them by My Father who is in heaven.  For where two or three have 
 gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst. 
 
 John 20:21-23 
 Jesus therefore said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has 
 sent Me, I also send you."  And when He had said this, He breathed on 
 them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins 
 of any their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
 they have been retained. 
 
 



 Rev 1:18 
 …I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of 
 death and of Hades. 
 
 Rev 3:7-8 
 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia wirte:  He who is holy, who 
 is true, who has the key of David, who opes and no one will shut, and 
 who shuts and no one opens, says this… 
 
 

Pharaoh:  Destruction as a 'Type" 
(similar plagues in Book of Revelation—foreshadow Rev 16) 
 
God responds to the cry of His people 
 
God executes His will through Moses (type of Christ—raised in court of Pharaoh) 
 
God's movement hardens Pharaoh's resolve 
 
Warfare causes despair, discouragement, grumbling, unbelief 
 
Destruction comes in increments 
Call for repentance 
 
Resolution of conflict 
 
 First stage of deliverance—Judgment of God on oppressors (similar to   
 Noah) 
 
 10 plagues—not just aimed at people/property—but takes direct aim at 
 demonic gods and what the people deified in Egypt----Exodus 12:12 
 
 Action of God against Pharaoh—wicked tyrant 
 Action of God against the people—wickedness of the people 
 Action of God against gods of Egypt—against satan himself 
 
 God acts in judgment against false religions—these foreshadow God 
 acting, through His Son, to destroy works of devil 
 
 
First 3 plagues effect both Israel and Egypt.  People of God suffer from effects of 
sin.  Last 7 plagues are aimed at Egypt. 
Doom of Pharaoh—picture of satan's future doom—Revelation 12:10-12 
 



 


