
Sonship 
Overcoming: Challenge to the Seven Churches 
 
Revelation 1:1-2 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His 
bondservants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and 
communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, who testified 
to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that 
he saw.  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 
prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is 
near.  John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and 
peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 
the earth.  To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His 
blood……and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and 
Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Jesus Identifies Himself:  Revelation 1:5,8 
Faithful witness 
First-born of the dead 
Ruler of the Kings of the earth 
Alpha and Omega 
Lord God 
First and Last (1:17) 
The Living One (1:18) 
 

John Identifies Himself: 
Fellow partaker in tribulation (2347)—kingdom (932)—perseverance (5281) 
 
John is in communion with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (1:4-5) 
 
Message communicated to John by His angel (1:4—John called to 'come up 
here'—indicating this was no earthly encounter) 
 

John bore witness to the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 
His suffering is based on his obedience to the gospel. 
 
This 'revelation' comes as he is "in the Spirit" (by the inspiration of the Spirit) 
John is told to write: things which he has seen—things which are—things which 
shall take place. 
 
 



Revelation 1:12-16 
And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me.  And having 
turned I saw seven golden lampstands; and in the middle of the 
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the 
feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle.  And His head 
and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were 
like a flame of fire; and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it 
has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound 
of many waters.  And in His right hand He held seven stars; and out of 
His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and His face was like the 
sun shining in its strength. 
 
Christ is among His people—glorified—Son of God (John 12:16,23—John 17:4-
5—John 13:31—Romans 1:21—Romans 8:36—I Peter 1:21) 
 
His head—white like white wool 
His hair—the Lamb (Dan 7:9) 
His eyes—like a flame of fire (Dan 7:9, 10:6, Revelation 19:12) 
His feet—like burnished bronze—when it has been caused to glow in a furnace 
 (Ezek 1:7, Dan 10:6) 
His voice—like the sound of many waters (Ezek 1:24, 43:2, Rev 14:2, 19:6) 
His right hand—7 stars: angels of 7 churches 
His mouth—a sharp two-edged sword (Is 49:2, Heb 4:12) 
His face—like the sun shining in strength (Matt 17:2, Rev 10:1, Jud 5:31) 
 
 

What Does God Bless—in the seven churches: 
 
Ephesus: 
Deeds 
Toil 
Perseverance(stedfastness)—endured for My names' sake 
You cannot endure evil men 
You put to the test—discover false apostles 
Not grown weary 
 

Smyrna: 
Standing—in the midst of tribulation 
 

Pergamum: 
Hold fast My name 
Did not deny faith 
 



Thyatira: 
Deeds 
Love 
Faith 
Service 
Perseverance 
 

Sardis: nothing 

 

Philadelphia: 
You have a little power 
Have not denied My name 
 

Laodicea: nothing 

 

Consider: 
I Peter 1---calling, testing, obedience, love 
I Peter 2:21---called—suffer like Him 
I Peter 4:1-2—in suffering—opportunity to arm yourselves 
I Peter 4:19—let those who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls 
 to a faithful Creator—in doing what is right. 
 
 

To the Church of Ephesus 
 
Name means: desire; loosening; full purpose 
(some believe this is addressed to the church of the apostolic age) 
 
Jesus: 
The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand (establishes His authority-
 highest authority) 
The One who walks among the seven golden lampstands 
 
 I know your deeds (take note of this with the other churches) 
 Toil 
 Perseverance 
 That you cannot endure evil men 
 You put to the test those who call themselves apostles and they are not 
  (you found them to be false) 
 You have perseverance 
 You have endured for My names' sake 
 
 



But I have this against you:  You have left your first love. 
Jeremiah 2:2 
Matt 24:12 
 
Remember therefore from where you have fallen 
 
Repent and do the deeds you did at first----or----- 
 
I am coming to you, and will remove your lampstand out of its place---unless 
you repent. 
 
This you do have:  You hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans—which I also hate. 
 
He who has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
Churches…… 
 
 
To him who overcomes: 
 
I will grant to eat of the Tree of Life---which is in the Paradise of God. 
 
 

To the Church of Smyrna: 
 
Name means: myrhh; bitter 
(some believe this is addressed to the church from 2nd century to 313ad) 
 
Jesus: 
The first and the last 
Who was dead and has come to life 
 
 I know your tribulation 
 And your poverty (but you are rich) 
 And the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews—but are a synagogue  
  Of satan. 
 
 Do not fear what you are about to suffer 
 The devil is about to cast some of you into prison—that you may be tested 
 You will have tribulation 10 days 
 
Be faithful until the end. 
 
I will give you the crown of life. 
 



He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 
 
 
He who overcomes: 
 
Shall not be hurt by the second death. 
Rev 20:6,14 
Rev 21:8 
 
 

To the Church of Pergamum 
 
Name means: united in marriage; high tower 
(some believe this is addressed to the church from the 4th to the 6th century) 
 
Jesus: 
The One who has the sharp two-edged sword 
 
 I know where you dwell (where satan's throne is) 
 You hold fast My name 
 Did not deny My faith (even in the days of Antipas—My witness—My  
  faithful one—who was killed among you—where satan dwells) 
 
 
But I have a few things against you: 
 
Some of you hold the teaching of Balaam (who kept teaching Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel)—to eat things sacrificed to idols—to 
commit acts of immorality. 
 
Some of you hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
 

Repent—or else I am coming to you quickly—I will make war against them 

with the sword of My mouth. 
 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 
 
 
To him who overcomes: 
 
I will give some of the hidden manna 
 
I will give him a white stone—a new name—written on the stone—which no one 
knows but he who receives it. 



To the Church of Thyatira 
 
Name means: sacrifice untiringly; odor of affliction 
(some believe this is addressed to the Roman Catholic church system) 
 
Jesus: 
The Son of God 
Who has eyes like a flame of fire 
His feet are like burnished bronze 
 
 I know your deeds 
 Love 
 Faith 
 Service 
 Perseverance 
 Your deeds of late are greater than at first. 
 
 
But I have this against you: 
 
 You tolerate the woman Jezebel 
 Who calls herself a prophetess 
 Leads my bondservants astray (so that they commit acts of immorality- 
  and eat things sacrificed to idols) 
 
 I gave her time to repent. 
 She does not want to repent of her immorality. 
 I will cast her upon a bed of sickness—and those who commit adultery 
  With her—into great tribulation. 
 

Repent—of her deeds 

 
 I will kill her children with pestilence. 
 
 All the churches will know:   
  
  I am He who searches the minds and hearts 
  I will give to each one of you according to your deeds 
 
To the rest of you in Thyatira: 
 Who do not hold this teach… 
 Who have not known the deep things of satan….. 
I place no other burden on you. 
Nevertheless—Hold fast what you have until I come. 



 
He who overcomes: who keeps My deeds until the end— 
 
 To him I will give authority over the nations (as I also have received 
 authority from My Father). 
 
 He shall rule them with a rod of iron—as vessels of the potter are broken  
 To pieces. 
 
 I will give him the morning star. 
 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 
 
 

To the Church of Sardis 
 
Name means: red ones 
(some believe that this is written to the church of the Reformation period) 
 
Jesus: 
He Who has the seven Spirits of God 
And the seven stars 
 
 I know your deeds 
 That you have a name that you are alive—but you are dead. 
 
Wake up 
Strengthen the things that remain—which were about to die. 
 
 I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 
 
Remember what you have received—what you have heard 
 
Keep it 
 
Repent 
 
If therefore you will not wake up 
 
 I will come like a thief 
 You will not know at what hour I will come upon you 
 
 
 



You have a few people in Sardis—who have not soiled their garments 
 
 They will walk with Me in white 
 They are worthy 
 
He who overcomes: 
 
Will be clothed in white garments 
I will not erase his name from the Book of Life 
I will confess his name before My Father and His angels 
  
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 
 
 
 

To the Church of Philadelphia 
 
Name means: brotherly love 
(many believe this is addressed to those of the brethren movement) 
 
Jesus: 
He who is holy 
Who is true 
Who has the key of David (who opens and no one will shut—who shuts and no 
 one opens) 
 
 I know your deeds 
 
 Behold:  I have put before you an open door which no one can shut  
  Because you have a little power 
  And have not denied My name 
 
 Behold:  I will cause those of the synagogue of satan (who say they are  
   Jews—but are not—but lie) 
              I will make them to come and bow down at your feet 
              And to know that I have loved you. 
 
Because you have kept the word of My perseverance:  I will keep you from the 
hour of testing (that hour which is about to come upon the whole world—to test 
those who dwell upon the earth) 
 
I am coming quickly 
 
Hold fast what you have—in order that no one take your crown. 



He who overcomes: 
 
I will make him a pillar in the Temple of My God 
 
He will not go out from it anymore 
 
I will write upon him the name of My God (the new Jerusalem which comes 
down out of heaven)—and My new name. 
 
 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 
 
 
 

To the Church of Laodicea 
 
Name means: opinion or custom of the people 
(many believe this is written to the church that reflects the ways of the culture) 
 
Jesus: 
The Amen 
The Faithful and True Witness 
The Beginning of the Creation of God 
 
 I know your deeds 
 You are neither cold nor hot (I would that you were cold or hot) 
 Because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I will spit you out of My 
  mouth. 
 Because you say: I am rich—have become wealthy—have need of   
  nothing…….. 
 
 You do not know that you are: wretched—miserable—poor—blind—naked 
 
I advise you to buy from Me: 
 
Gold refined by fire (that you may become rich) 
White garments (that you may clothe yourself—that the shame of your 
 nakedness may not be revealed) 
Eye salve to anoint your eyes (that you may see) 
 
Those whom I love—I reprove and discipline 
 
Be zealous 
 



Repent 
Behold—I stand at the door and knock 
 If anyone hears My voice 
 Opens the door 
 I will come into him 
 Will dine with him—and he with Me 
 
 
He who overcomes: 
 
I will grant to him—to sit down with Me on My throne (as I also overcame and 
sat down with My Father on His throne) 
 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 
    


