
Sonship Study 
Overcoming:  Kingdom Leadership 
 
Definition of Leadership (dictionary): to guide on a way, especially by going 
in advance; to direct on a course or in a direction; to be in charge or command 
of; to be the initiator of an action.  To cause a person to go with one by holding 
them by the hand while moving forward.  The action of leading a group of 
people or an organization; a person who guides or directs a group.   
 
Quotes from the Business Community: 
 
" Leadership is inspiring others to pursue your vision within the parameters you 
set, to the extent it becomes a shared effort, a shared vision, and a shared 
success." 
(Steve Zeitchick—Ceo of Focal Point Strategies) 
 
"Leadership in the business world requires harnessing the energy and efforts of a 
group of individuals so that their outlook is advanced from an unremarkable 
Point A to a very desirable Point B….ultimately leadership is about trust." 
(Phil Blair—President of Manpower Staffing Services) 
 
"Leadership is an act—a decision to take a stand, or step, in order to encourage, 
inspire or motivate other to move with you." 
(Kendra Coleman---Consultant with Sheppard Moscow) 
 
"Leadership is influencing others by your character, humility and example.  It is 
recognizable when others follow in word and deed without obligation or 
coercion." 
(Sonny Newman---President EE Technologies) 
 
"Leadership is actions committed by a person or group that produce an output or 
result.  It simply helps people to get things done.  It is not based on position in a 
hierarchy." 
(Robert Preziosi---Nova Southeastern Univ. School of Business) 
 
"Leadership is the collective action of everyone you influence.  Your behavior—
your actions and your words—determine how you influence.  Our job as leaders 
is to energize whatever marshalls actions within others." 
(David Casullo—President of Bates Communications) 
 
"Leadership is the ability to inspire motivation in others to move toward a 
desirable vision.  While management is focused on tasks, leadership is focused 
on person…" 
(Josh Kuehler---President of Internal Consistency) 



 

Nature of Jesus as Leader 
 
Colossians 2:9 
For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form… 
 
Colossians 1:15-20 
And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.  For by 
Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have 
been created by Him and for Him.  And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together.  He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the 
beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have 
first place in everything.  For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness 
to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross, through Him, I say, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven. 
 
Ephesians 1:22-23 
And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all 
things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 
 
Ephesians 4:15 
…but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who 
is the head, even Christ… 
 
I Corinthians 11:3 
But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man 
is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He 
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance ass a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.  Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
John 13:3-4, 12-17 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He 
had come forth from God and was going back to God, rose from supper, and laid 



aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself about…."Do you know 
what I have done to you?  You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for 
so I am.  If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another's feet.  For I gave you an example that you also should do 
as I did to you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; 
neither is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.  If you know these 
things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 
John 8:28-29,42 
Jesus therefore said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the 
Father taught Me.  And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alne, for I 
always do the things that are pleasing to Him…..If God were your Father, you 
would love Me; for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not 
even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 
 
 
 

Nature of Worldly Leadership 
 
Luke 22:24-27 
And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was 
regarded to be greatest.  And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it 
over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.'  
But not so with you, but let him who is the greatest among you become as the 
youngest, and the leader as the servant.  For who is greater, the one who 
reclines at the table, or the one who serves?  Is it not the one who reclines at 
the table?  But I am among you as the one who serves. 
 
Matthew 20:25-28 
But Jesus called them to Himself, and said, "You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  It 
is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be 
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just 
as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many." 
 
Matthew 23:1-12 
Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying, "The scribes and 
the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore all that 
they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they 
say things, and do not do them.  And they tie up heavy loads, and lay them on 
men's shoulders; but they themselves are unwilling to move them with so much 
as a finger.  But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden 



their phylacteries, and lengthen the tassels of their garments.  And they love the 
place of honor at banquets, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and 
respectful greetings in the market places, and being called by men, 'Rabbi.'  But 
do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers.  And 
do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in 
heaven.  And do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.  
But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  And whoever exalts himself 
shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 
 
Mark 9:33-37 
And they came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to 
question them, "What were you discussing on the way?"  But they kept silent, for 
on the way they had discussed with one another which of them was the 
greatest.  And sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, "If anyone 
wants to be first, he shall be last of all, and servant of all."  And taking a child, 
He set him before them, and taking him in His arms, He said to them, hoever 
receives one child like this in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me 
does not receive Me, but Him who sent Me." 
 
 
 

Five-Fold Ministry 
 
Ephesians 4:8,11-16 
Therefore it says, 'When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, 
and He gave gifts to men….And He gave some as apostles, and some as 
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to 
the fullness of Christ.  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here 
and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery 
of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we 
are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom 
the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint 
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the 
growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.   
 
I Corinthians 12:27-30 
Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.  And God has 
appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.  
All are not apostles, are they?  All are not prophets, are they?  All are not 
teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they?  All do not have 



gifts of healings, do they?  All do not speak with tongues, do they?  All do not 
interpret, do they?...... 
 
 

Role of Biblical Leadership 
 
Mutuality instead of Hierarchy 
 
Definition of hierarchy: a system or organization in which people or groups 
are ranked one above the other according to status or authority. 
 
Definition of Mutuality: directed and received by each toward the other; 
reciprocal; mutual dependence; having the same relationship—each to the other; 
possessed in common. 
 
 
Deborah—Judges 4-5 
Esther 
Priscilla and Aquila 
I Corinthians 14:5-31 
 
 

Inspire (Nehemiah) 
 
Definition of Inspire: to fill someone with the urge or ability to do or feel 
something; to give an idea for what to do or how to create.  To fill with an 
animating, quickening or exalting influence.  To affect, guide or arouse by divine 
influence. 
 
Jeremiah 32:40 
And I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from 
them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they 
will not turn away from Me. 
 
Nehemiah 2:17-18 
Then I said to them, "You see the bad situation we are in, that Jerusalem is 
desolate and its gates burned by fire.  Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem 
that we may no longer be a reproach."  And I told them how the hand of my God 
had been favorable to me, and also about the king's words which he had spoken 
to me.  Then they said, "Let us arise and build."  So they put their hands to the 
good work. 
 
 
 



Nehemiah 4:14 
When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials, and the rest 
of the people: "Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and 
awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, 
and your houses." 
 
Numbers 13:25-30 (Caleb) 
When they returned from spying out the land, at the end of forty days, they 
proceeded to come to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the sons 
of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; and they brought back word to 
them and to all the congregation and showed them the fruit of the land.  Thus 
they told him, and said, "We went in to the land where you sent us; and it 
certainly does flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.  Nevertheless, the 
people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; 
and moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak there.  Amalek is living in the 
land of the Negev and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites are living 
in the hill country, and the Canaanites are living by the sea and by the side of 
the Jordan."  Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "We should 
by all means go up and take possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it. 
 
 

Sustain 
 
Definition of sustain:  Strengthen or support physically or mentally.  To 
support, hold, or bear up from below.  To supply with nourishment. 
 
Luke 22:31-32 
"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 
but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you 
have turned again, strengthen your brothers." 
 
John 21:15-17 
So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of 
John, do you love Me more than these?"  He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know 
that I love You."  He said to him, :Tend My lambs."  He said to him again a 
second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?"  He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; 
You know that I love You."  He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."  He said to 
him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?"  Peter was grieved 
because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?"  And he said to Him, 
"Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend 
My sheep." 
 
 
 



Replenish (Joseph) 
 
Definition of replenish: to make full or complete again; fill up; supply what is 
lacking.  To fill with inspiration or power. 
 
Genesis 41:33-39, 56-57 
And now let Pharaoh look for a man discerning and wise, and set him over the 
land of Egypt.  Let Pharaoh take action to appoint overseers in charge of the 
land, and let him exact a fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven 
years of abundance.  Then let them gather all the food of these good years that 
are coming, and store up the grain for food in the cities under Pharaoh's 
authority, and let them guard it.  And let the food become as a reserve for the 
land for the seven years of famine which will occur in the land of Egypt, so that 
the land may not perish during the famine….When the famine was spread over 
all the face of the earth, then Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold to the 
Egyptians; and the famine was severe in the land of Egypt.  And the people of all 
the earth came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was 
severe in all the earth. 
 
II Corinthians 9:10 
Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 
 
 

Develop (Paul---I & II Timothy) 
 
Definition of develop: grow or cause to grow and become more mature, 
advanced, or elaborate.  TO bring out the capabilities or possibilities of. 
 
Colossians 1:28-29 
And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all 
wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ.  And for this 
purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within 
me. 
 
I Timothy 1:5 
But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and a sincere faith. 
 
I Timothy 3:14-15 
I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; but in case 
I am delayed, I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in 
the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
support of the truth. 



 
I Timothy 4:6-16 
In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ 
Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine 
which you have been following………Take pains with these things, be absorbed in 
them, so that your progress may be evident to all.  Pay close attention to 
yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you 
will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you. 
 
 

Encourage (Barnabas) 
 
Definition of encourage: give support; confidence or hope to.  Give support or 
advice to. 
 
Deut 1:38 
Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall enter there; encourage 
him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it. 
 
Deut 3:28 
But charge Joshua and encourage him and strengthen him; for he shall go across 
at the head of this people, and he shall give them as an inheritance the land 
which you will see. 
 
Acts 4:36-37 
And Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the 
apostles (Which translated means, Son of Encouragement) 
 
Acts 11:21-24 
And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed 
turned to the Lord.  And the news about them reached the ears of the church at 
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch.  Then when he had come and 
witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with 
resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; for he was a good man, and full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith.  And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord. 
 
Colossians 4:8 
For I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our 
circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts; 
 
I Thessalonians 4:18 
Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
 
 



I Thessalonians 5:11-14 
Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are 
doing.  But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently 
labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 
and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work.  Live in 
peace with one another.  And we urge you brethren, admonish the unruly, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all men. 
 
II Thessalonians 2:16-17 
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us 
and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen 
your hearts in every good work and word. 
 
Hebrews 3:13 
But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called 'Today'. Lest 
any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
 
 
 

Model (Jesus) 
 
Definition of model: a standard or example for imitation or comparison.  A 
representation to show the appearance of something. 
 
John 13:15 
For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 
 
I Corinthians 11:1 
Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 
 
Philippians 3:17 
Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to 
the pattern you have in us… 
 
II Thessalonians 3:7 
For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did 
not act in an undisciplined manner among you.. 
 
II Timothy 1:13 
Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith 
and love which are in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 



I Peter 2:21 
For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps. 
 
I Peter 5:1-3 
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 
shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under 
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, 
but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but 
proving to be examples to the flock. 
 
 


