
Sonship 

Overcoming:  Division 
 

Ancient Strategy 
 
Genesis 3:7-12 

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.  
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden.  Then the Lord God called to the man, and 
said to him, "Where are you?"  And he said, "I heard the sound of Thee in the 
garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself."  And He said, "I 
heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; 
so I hid myself."  And He said, "Who told you that you were naked?  Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  And the man said, 
"The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and 
I ate." 
 
 
Genesis 4:5-10 
…but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard.  So Cain became very angry 
and his countenance fell.  Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry?  And 
why has your countenance fallen?  If you do well, will not your countenance be 
lifted up?  And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is 
for you, but you must master it."  And Cain told Abel his brother.  And it came 
about when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and 
killed him.  Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?  And he 
said, "I do not know.  Am I my brother's keeper?"  And He said, "What have you 
done?  The voice of your brother's blood is crying to Me from the ground. 
 
 
 

False/Corrupt Union 
 
Genesis 11:4-8 

And they said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top 
will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name; lest we be 
scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."  And the Lord came down to 
see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built.  And the Lord said, 
"Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language.  And this is 
what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be 
impossible for them.  Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, 



that they may not understand one another's speech.  So the Lord scattered them 
abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building 
the city. 
 
 
Proverbs 1:10-14 
My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.  If they say, "Come with us, let us 
lie in wait for blood, let us ambush the innocent without cause; let us swallow 
them alive like Sheol, even whole, as those who go down to the pit; we shall find 
all kinds of precious wealth, we shall fill our houses with spoil; throw in your lot 
with us, we shall all have one purse…." 
 
 
 

Made As One 
 
Genesis 2:23-25 

And the man said, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called woman, because she was taken out of man."  For this cause a 
man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they 
shall become one flesh.  And the man and his wife were both naked and were 
not ashamed. 
 
 
John 17:22-23 

And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them; that they may be 
one, just as We are one; I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected 
in unity, that the world may know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, 
even as Thou didst love me. 
 
 
John 11:51-52 

Now this he did not say on his own initiative; but being high priest that year, he 
prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, and not for the nation 
only, but that He might also gather together into one the children of God who 
are scattered abroad. 
 
 
John 10:16 

And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and 
they shall hear My voice; and they shall become one flock with one shepherd. 
 
 
 



Ephesians 2:11-22 

Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by the so-called Circumcision, which is performed in the flesh by 
human hands—remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, 
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus 
you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down 
the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the 
Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make 
the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them 
both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.  
And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to 
those who were near; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to 
the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy 
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of 
God in the Spirit. 
 
 
Colossians 3:9-15 

Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 
and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge 
according to the image of the One who created him—a renewal in which there is 
no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  And so, as 
those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one 
another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just 
as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  And beyond all these things put on 
love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 
 
 
Ephesians 4:1-7 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of 
the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and 



in all.  But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of 
Christ's gift. 
 
 
 

Overcoming Division 
 
James 3:13-18 

Who among you is wise and understanding?  Let him show by his good behavior 
his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy and 
selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.  
This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, 
demonic.  For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing.  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  
And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace. 
 
 
II Corinthians 12:20-21 

For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish 
and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there may be 
strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, 
disturbances; I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me 
before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past 
and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have 
practiced. 
 
 
Philippians 1:27-2:7 
Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that 
whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel; in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of destruction for 
them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God.  For to you it has been 
granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His 
sake, experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in 
me.  If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation 
of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 
make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, 
united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty 
conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more 
important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves which was 



also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of 
a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
 
 
I Corinthians 3:1-9 
And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of 
flesh, as to babes in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you 
were not yet able to receive it.  Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you 
are still fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not 
fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?  For when one says, "I am of 
Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are you not mere men?  What then is 
Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, even as the 
Lord gave opportunity to each one.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God was 
causing the growth.  So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters 
is anything, but God who causes the growth.  Now he who plants and he who 
waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.  
For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 
 
 
Romans 12:1-21  (Read all), 

 
 
 


