
Sonship Study 
Overcoming:  Unbelief 
 
Romans 4:18-22 
In hope against hope he believed, in order that he might become a father of 
many nations, according to that which had been spoken, "So shall your 
descendants be."  And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own 
body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the 
deadness of Sarah's womb; yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not 
waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully 
assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform.  Therefore 
also it was reckoned to Him as righteousness. 
 
Definition of unbelief:                           
Greek:Apistia=faithlessness, disbelief, unfaithfulness (disobedience) 
 
Dictionary: an absence of faith; the state or quality of not believing; incredulity 
or skepticism—especially in matters of doctrine or religious faith. Distrust. 
 
Definition of doubt: 
Greek: Diakrino=to distinguish between—to judge; to separate thoroughly; to 
distinguish or decide. To discern one thing from another; hesitate or waver. (to 
hesitate between two opinions—James 1) 
 
Dictionary: a feeling of uncertainty or lack of conviction. Hesitate to believe; 
mistrust. To have no confidence in; to be in fear of. 
 
 

Difference Between Doubt and Unbelief 
 
Doubt is a matter of the mind. 
Unbelief is a matter of the heart. 
 
"Doubt is when we cannot understand what God is doing and why He is 
doing it.  Unbelief is when we refuse to believe God's Word and do 
what He tells us to do." 
                                                                   ---Greg Laurie 
 
 
Hebrews 3:6-4:2 
…but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold 
fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.  Therefore, 
just as the Holy Spirit says, "Today if you hear His voice, do not harden 



your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness, 
where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, and saw My works for forty years.  
Therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, 'They always go astray 
in their heart; and they did not know My ways'; as I swore in My wrath, 
they shall not enter My rest.'"  Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any 
one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.  
But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called 'Today,' lest 
any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  For we have 
become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance 
firm until the end; while it is said, "Today if you hear His voice, do not harden 
your hearts, as when they provoked Me."  For who provoked Him when they had 
heard?  Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? And with 
whom was He angry for forty years?  Was it not with those who sinned, whose 
bodies fell in the wilderness?  And to whom did He swear that they should not 
enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient?  And so we see that they 
were not able to enter because of unbelief.  Therefore, let us fear lest, 
while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to 
have come short of it.  For indeed we had good news preached to us, just 
as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it 
was not united by faith in those who heard. 
 
Definition of harden:  
Greek:skleruno (4645) to make hard or stiff (Acts 19:9, Rom 9:18, Heb 3:13) 
Skleros (4642) hard and dry due to lack of moisture.  Indicates man's heart 
toward God and the revelation of His grace—for which he ought to have a willing 
and receptive heart. 
  
 
Unbelief is not just a defiant thought—but a defiant heart….a defiant 
way of thinking. 
 
Israel fell into unbelief after getting a clear message from God/and proof—and 
then took a firm stand against revealed truth. 
 
 

The Original Sin—Finds Place in Unbelief 
 
Isaiah 14:13-14 
But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above 
the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the 
north.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the 
Most High. 
 
 



Genesis 3:1-6 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God 
had made.   And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat 
from any tree of the garden?"  And the woman said to the serpent, "From the 
fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which 
is in the middle of the garden, God has said, "You shall not eat from it or touch 
it, lest you die."  And the serpent said to the woman, "You shall surely not die!  
For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil."  When the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to 
her husband with her, and he ate. 
 
 
When we don't trust God's Word—we are believing something else—which is 
always a lie.  
 
Unbelief is the root of all sin-------and sin is its' fruit (before 
temptation—there was unbelief).  
 
Unbelief Produces: (root is in heart—what it trusts and treasures) 
Anxiety 
Fear 
Lust 
Indifference 
Apathy 
Impatience 
Pride 
Shame 
Coveteousness 
Despair 
Despondency 
Depression 
Unforgiveness 
 
 
Deuteronomy 32:20 
Then He said, I will hide My face from them, I will see what their end shall be; 
for they are a perverse generation, Sons in whom is no faithfulness. 
 

Matthew 13:58 
And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief. 
 
 



Matthew 17:17 (Mark 9:19, Luke 9:41) 
And Jesus answered and said,  "O unbelieving and perverted generation, how 
long shall I be with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring him here to 
Me." 
 
Mark 4:40 
And He said to them, "Why are you so timid?  How is it that you have no faith?" 
 
Mark 6:6 
And He wondered at their unbelief. 
 
Mark 9:24 
Immediately the boy's father cried out and began saying, "I do believe; help my 
unbelief." 
 

Mark 16:14 
And afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at 
the table; and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they had not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen. 
 
Luke 12:46 
…the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him, and 
at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and assign him a place 
with the unbelievers. 
 
John 20:27 
Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here your finger, and see My hands; and reach 
here your hand, and put it into My side; and be not unbelieving, but believing." 
 
Romans 3:3-4a 
What then?  If some did not believe, their unbelief will no nullify the faithfulness 
of God, will it?  May it never be!  Rather, let God be found true, though every 
man be found a liar…. 
 
Romans 11:20-23 
Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith.  
Do not be conceited, but fear; for if God did not spare the natural branches, 
neither will He spare you.  Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to 
those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His 
kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.  And they also, if they do not 
continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in 
again. 
 
 



I Corinthians 6:6 
…but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers? 
 
I Corinthians 7:13-15 
And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, 
let her not send her husband away.  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified 
through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing 
husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.  Yet if 
the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under 
bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace. 
 
I Corinthians 10:27 
If one of the unbelievers invites you, and you wish to go, eat anything that is set 
before you, without asking questions for conscience' sake. 
 
I Corinthians 14:22 
So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe, but to unbelievers; but 
prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers, but to those who believe. 
 
I Corinthians 14:24-25 
But if all prophecy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted 
by all, he is called to account by all; the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so 
he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among 
you. 
 
II Corinthians 4:3-4 
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they 
might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.  
 
II Corinthians 6:14-15 
Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  Or 
what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an 
unbeliever?.... 
 
II Thessalonians 3:2 
…and that we may be delivered from perverse and evil men; for not all have 
faith. 
 
 
 
 



I Timothy 1:13 
…even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent 
aggressor.  And yet I was shown mercy, because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; 
 
I Timothy 5:8 
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his 
household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever. 
 
Titus 1:15 
To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, 
nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. 
 
Jude 1:5 
Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the 
Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed 
those who did not believe. 
 
Revelation 21:8 
But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and 
immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


